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PREFACE. | 


| FRIENDLY ReavDER, 


x7 HAT is here preſented to thy view, is written 


in great love, and I deſire that the Lord, by his 


Holy Spirit, may give thee a right underſtanding of 
the truths herein laid down. Our principles and doc- 
trine have been very much miſrepreſented, and many 
of our friends words and writings have been wreſted 
and miſ- conſtrued by many who wanted charity, 
which is the bond of perfection; the apoſtle has ex- 
cellently deſcribed it in his firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians; he faith, „Charity ſuffereth long, and is 
« kind, charity envieth not, charity vaunteth not 
« itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf un- 
<« ſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily pro- 
ce yoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
debut rejoiceth in the truth,” x Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 6. 
Oh! that it might prevail among the children of men 
univerſally, that ſo there might be no envying one 
another: charity is ſo far from ſpeaking evil, or do- 
ing evil, that it thinketh no evil: © Though,” faith 
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the apoſtle, « I beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, 


s and though I give my body to be burned, and have 
* not charity, it profiteth me nothing,“ x Cor. xiii. 3. 
It were greatly to be deſired, that all would endeavour 
£0 excel therein, that ſo there might be an oy har- 

mony * the children of men. 


1 This treatiſe being ſmall, may come into many 
hands, where ſome larger books, that give a more 


full and particular account of our doctrine and prin- 


5 ciples, may not come; and if the obſervations that 
are made on the ſeveral heads touched upon, may 
have the good effect to remove prejudice, and open 

the underſtanding of the religious and well-minded, 

it will very much anſwer the deſire of him who wiſhes 
well to thee and all men. 


A SERIOUS 
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A 


$BRIOUS CALL, 4e. 


= A. the Lord hath hw fo — gracious 0 
and kind to the children of men, who were 


gone aſtray from him, that he hath ſent the ſpirit + + | 


of his Son into their hearts, Gal. iv. 6. to be a 
guide and teacher to them; it is greatly to be de- 
Fred, they may all take heed unto it, that thereby 


they may be enabled to withſtand and reſiſt the ene- 
my of their ſouls in all his temptations and aſſaults; 


for it is certain, as Chriſt ſaid, « Without me ye can 
&« do nothing; we are not able, without the help 
of his ſpirit, to reſiſt the leaſt temptation ; for in that 
divine light, © which lighteth every man that cometh 


ee into the world,” John i. 9. and gives men and 


women a fight and diſcovery of that which is evil, 


there is power to enable them to withſtand and reſiſt _ | 


the enemy in all his temptations, as they take heed to 


it; but many people are ſtrangers to this divine light, 


though the apoſtle Paul tells us, how men may know 


it; he faith, “ All things that are reproved, are made 


© manifeſt by the light; for whatſoever doth make 
6 manifeſt i is light,” Eph. v. 13. It is no ſin to be 
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tempted, if men ſhut out the temptation as ſoon as * 


Is preſented; for we read, Mat. iv. x. that Chriſt was 


- tempted ſeveral ways, but he overcame the tempter 


3 by reſiſting of him; the apoſtle James faith, Reſiſt 2 
A the devil, and he will flee from you: draw nigh to 
« God, and he will draw nigh to you,” James iv. 7, 


| | 8. It is to this holy light and ſpirit, that lets people 
| fee the evil when it is preſented, that we endeavour 


| to turn the minds of the children of men, that thereby = 
they may be enabled to withſtand the enemy in all his 


temptations; we read, that & The nations of tem 


* which are faved, ſhall walk in the light of the 
« Lamb,” Rev. xxi. 24. © If we walk in the 

« light,” faith John, © as he is in the light, we have 

„ fellowſhip one with another, and the blood of Jeſus 
„ Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all ſin,” 1 John 

1. 7. If all that profeſs to be the followers of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, did but walk in this holy light as 
they ought to do, they would ſhew forth Chriſtianity 
in the purity of it, and adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour, by their good and holy living, we read, 
„The light ſhineth in darkneſs, and the darkneſs 
e comprehended it not,” John i. 5. How many that 
are ſtrangers to this holy light, which God hath cauſ- 
ed to ſhine in men's dark hearts, have ſpoken evil of 
it, and alſo of many that have borne teſtimony to it ? 
We read, that the apoſtle . Paul was ſent to turn 
men from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
44 of Satan to God.” And this is the great labour 
| now 
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now of thoſe that are truly the miniſters of Chriſt, + 
to turn the children of men to that true light, which 


we read, lighteth every man that cometh into the- 


« world,” John i. 9. This divine light ought not 
to be rejected, nor the true way of worſhipping God 
deſpiſed, becauſe they may be evilly ſpoken of by 
many that are ignorant of them: the way in which 
the apoſtle Paul worſhipped God was, by ſome that 


were ſtrangers to it, counted Hereſy,” Acts xxivo 


14. and the believers were accounted © a ſect every 


here ſpoken againſt, Acts xxviii. 22. and it was 


aid concerning Chriſt, © Have any of the rulers or of 
the Pharifees believed on him; but this people who 
15 cc knoweth not the law are accurſed.” John vii. 48, 
49- They were fo ignorant, that they counted thoſe . , 
that believed in Chriſt accurſed. Many of the chil- 
dren of God have been evilly ſpoken of by thoſe that 
were ſtrangers to the Lord ; *© Behold,” faith John, 
© what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed - 
&« upon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God ; 
* 3 the world knoweth us not, becauſe it 
« knew him not,” 1 John iii. 1, 2. He aſſigns the 
reaſon why the world knew them not, © becauſe,” 
faith he, „it knew him not.” While Saul was igno- 
rant of God, he perſecuted his people; all his learn- 
ing and ſcholarſhip did not give him the knowledge 
of God, nor yet the knowledge of his people; © And 
Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and ſlaughter 

©® againft the diſciples of the Lord, went unto the 
e 2555 . © 
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© high- prieſt, and deſired of him letters to Damaſcus, 


to the ſynagogues, that if he found any of this way, | 


* whether they were men or women, he might bring 
< them bound unto Jerufalem ; and as he journeyed 
te he came near Damaſcus, and ſuddenly there ſhined 
« round about him a light from heaven, and he fell to 
the earth, and heard a voice ſaying unto him, Saul, 
« Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? And he faid, who 
« art thou, Lord? And the Lord faid, I am JEsus 
« whom thou perſecuteſt ; it is hard for thee to kick 
« againſt the pricks, Acts ix. 1, 2,3,4,5- It is to be 
feared, that many do not know, that it is the Lord by 
his ſpirit that inwardly pricks them when they do amiſs. 
Now here is the ground of perſecution ; when men 
know not God, nor thoſe that are truly his people, they 
perſecute the true worſhippers of God as Hereticks. 
How many of the martyrs in Queen Mary's days were 
perſecuted and put to death as Hereticks, by thoſe ' 
that were ignorant of God? And how many of our 


friends have been perſecuted unto death, by thoſe that 


were ſtrangers unto the Lord and his people ? But as 
it was of old, ſo it is now, © He that is born after the © 


i © fleſh, perſecutes him that is born, after the ſpirit.” | 


the world hate you, ye know that it hated me 


We read how Chriſt ſaid to his followers, © If 


e before it hated you: if ye were of the world, the 
& world would love his own, but becauſe ye are not 


| of the world, but I have choſen you out of the 


$6 world, therefore the world hateth you: Remember ; 
« the 
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« the word that I ſaid unto you, The ſervant is not 
“greater than the Lord; if they have perſecuted me, 


they will alſo perſecute you,” John xv. 18, 19, 20. 


It has often been the lot of many of the followers of 
_ Chriſt, to be perſecuted and reviled, and evil ſpoken / 
of; but our Saviour, to encourage his diſciples to 


bear perſecution, and the reproaches and the re- 2 
vilings of men, faith, « Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall 


| © revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall fay all 


« manner of evil againſt you falſly, for my fake ; 

ec rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your 

« reward in heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the pro- 
« phets which were before you,” Mat. v. 11, 12. 


Although they that believed in Chriſt were accounted - 
accurſed by ſome, it was happy for them who did be- 
| lieve in, and receive him, «© To them he gave power 
 « to become the ſons of God.” John i. r2. This 
is the great bleſſing which they have, that receive + 
_ Chriſt by his ſpirit into their hearts; as they are ſub- - 


ject to him, they do not only receive power to conquer 


their luſts and paſſions, but alſo to do the will of 


| God, and keep his commands. But how many that 
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are ſtrangers to the imward appearance of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by his light and ſpirit in men's hearts, 


have looked upon it as ſtrange doctrine to preach 
Chriſt within? This is © the myſtery which hath 


© been hid from ages and from generations, but no- 


is made manifeſt to his ſaints, to whom God would 
Lo make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
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| . - © myſtery among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you 
| - © the hope of glory, Coloſſ. i. 26, 27. And when ſome 
of our friends have borne teſtimony to that divine 
light,“ which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
« world,” John i. 9. many have made a wonder of it, 
how the light could be in men; and have ſpoken _ 
Tightly of the ſpirit ; although we read, As many as 
<« are led by the ſpirit of God, they are the ſons .of 
<« God,” Rom. viii. 14. If any man,” faith the 
i apoſtle, hath not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
\ « his,” Rom. viii. 9. If men have not this ſpirit for 
their guide, they cannot be Chriſtians, nor members 
of Chriſt's church, although they may be ſtrict in 
obſerving a great many outward obſervations; for we 
read, That in Chriſt Jeſus, neither n 
« ayaileth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new 
4 creature,” Gal. vi. 15. It is as men come to be 


born of the Divine Nature, being created anew in 


"Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, that they come to have 
a right underſtanding of the things of God; «I 
« thank thee, O Father,” faid Chriſt, « Lord of hea- 
« yen and earth, Peri thou haſt hid theſe things 
„ from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them 
. unto babes; even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good 
40 in thy ſight,” Mat. xi. 25, 26. He that is truly a 
child of God, and born of his ſpirit, has a more true and 
ſenſible knowledge of God, and alſo of the myſteries 
ol his kingdom, than men in their natural and uncon- 


verted ſtate can attain unto by all their wiſdom and 
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parts; for we read, that «The natural man receiys -4. . 


eth not the things of the ſpirit of God, for the 
-* an foooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he know Th 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” 


2 Cor. ii. 14. they are beyond his reach and com- © 


prehenſion. The apoſtle faith, © Prove all things; 
„ hold faſt that which is good,” 1 Thef. v. 21, 
Now the way for men to have a right and clear diſ- 
\,  covery of the truth, is to come to that divine light, 
which God hath cauſed to ſhine in men's hearts; the 
apoſtle faith, God who commanded the light to 
a = © un out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 


And as the Lord, by his light, gives thee a fight an. 


| . diſcovery of the truth, I deſire that thou mayeſt em- 


brace it, and join with it; “ The Lord,“ faith the 


-- - prophet, © hath ſhewed to thee, O man, what is good: 
« And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
« juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God ?” Mic. vi. 8. Now the Lord, by his holy 
3 nete, doth not only ſhew men that which is good, and - 
_ what he requires of them; but he is near to ſhew them 
that which is evil, in its very firſt appearance: He 
4 that declareth unto man what is his thonghts,” faith 
the prophet, the God of Hoſts is his name, Amos 
Iv. 13. The apoſtle faith, © Whatſoever * mani- 
4 feſt is light, and whatſoever is reproved, is made 
* * by the light. Now this holy light, which 
8 gives 
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from their ſins after death, it is no wonder if they 
Rue ſo as to fulfil and gratify their own carnal. deſires 
and inclinations. But it is his work that was a lyar 7 


E 


1 gives men a x ſight and diſcovery of that which is evil 5 


when it is preſented, is the great touch- ſtone that we 8 


deſire all may come to. If men do not take heed to 


this, they may ſoon err in judgment, and receive and ; 


embrace falſe doctrine, and wrong principles. And 

men's receiving falſe and wrong opinions, doth very 
Rs much open a door for wrong practices. If men once 3 
entertain a belief, that there is no poſſibility of their 

conquering and overcoming their corruptions while 
diere, what encouragement is there for them to war 5 
againſt them? Or if they believe that there is a 


purgatory, or a place in which they may be cleanſed + 


from the beginning, to perſuade men to believe this; 
we do not read, that the rich man that we have an 
account of in Luke, met with any place of cleanſing + 


after death. And if men entertain a belief, that God 7 


has before ordained a great part of mankind to periſh, | 


and the reſt to be ſaved ; and that the numbers are KH 
fixed, that none can be diminiſhed from them that 


are to periſh, or any added to the number of them 5 


that are to be ſaved, what need any body take any 

care about another world? This doctrine doth very 
much deſtroy religion and Chriſtianity. I believe _ 
ſome have been ſo darkened in their underſtandings, + * 


that they have not ſtuck to ſay, that God has fore- 
ordained whatever comes to pas t he has ap- 
8 * 


1 
. pointed the murderer to murder, and the thief to TY 
8 teal, that ſo they might conſequently periſh. How 
-K contrary is this doctrine to what we read in the holy | 
ö ſcripture, where the Lord has ſaid, «© As I live, 11 
© have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
« rather that the wicked turn from his way and live,” - BW 
5 Ezek. xxxiii. 11. We read, that © they have built | 
„ the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley 
2. of the ſon of Hinnom, to burn their ſons and 
5 daughters in the fire; yet, faith the Lord, &'T 
& commanded them not, neither came it into my 
5 “ heart,” Jer. vii. 31. Although this came to paſs, — 
'B the Lord was fo far from ordaining it, that ſpeaking | 
p after the manner of men, he ſaid, * it came not into 
dis heart”. It would be abominable to ſay, that 
5 God ordains all the wicked things which come to 
| paſs. I wiſh that all would be careful how they are 
impoſed upon to receive any doctrines which are re- 

i pugnant to the doctrine of Chriſt, and the primitive 
4 Chriſtians, recorded in the holy ſcriptures ; and that 
people would compare their doctrines with the doc- 
trines there laid down, and ſee how they correſpond. 
It has pleaſed God to raiſe up a people to preach the - 


ſame doctrine, and bear the ſame teſtimony, that the 

apoſtles and primitive Chrifttans bore. John faith, 
We are of God: he that knoweth God, heareth + 

x us; he that is not of God, heareth not us,” 1 John 
V. 6. I defire that none may reject the truth, be- > 
»' cauſe it may be held forth by a people that are de- T1 
1 ſpifed 
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ſpiſed by many that do not rightly know them: << © For 
ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many 
„ wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called; but God hath choſen the 

e fooliſh things of the world to confound the wile, 
and God hath choſen the weak things of the world 
_ « to confound the things which are mighty; and baſe 

© things of the world, and things which are de- 
« ſpiſed, hath God choſen ; yea, and things which 

* are not, to bring to nought things that are; that no 
« fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence,” 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 
28, 29. Although the moſt of them that believed in - 


| and received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were not the wiſe, 
and mighty, and noble; yet we may conclude ſafely, 
tdtat ſome of the wiſe, &c. did believe m him : -and 


although the generality of them that are now come 


to believe in, and receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 


his ſpiritual appearance, are not of the wiſe and noble, 
yet bleſſed be the Lord, ſome ſuch are come to be- 
live in, and receive Chriſt by his ſpirit into their 
_ _ hearts; and that all * chus receive him, is my 
ſincere deſire. 


* Concerning the Oniverflity of God's Love, in 
* his "Bom to die for all Men, 


WI freely own, that it is the duty of the children Fo 

5 of men to believe in Chriſt, as he did outward- 

1 appear; ; and we hold it to be abſolutely needful, 
—— ; OY” _ 
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that they believe in his death and ſufferings, and what + 
he has done for them, without them, where it has 
pleaſed God to afford them the benefit of the holy 
ſcriptures that declare thereof; yet we believe this 
outward knowledge is not fo abſolutely eſſential to 
falvation, but that men may be ſaved by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt that ſuffered upon the croſs for them, if - 
— they are ſubject to his ſpirit in their hearts, although wy 
their lots may be caſt in thoſe remote parts of the 


world, where they are without the benefit of the holy *' 
ſcriptures, and may know nothing of the coming of - - 
_. Chriſt in the fleſh; for the apoſtle Paul in the fifth of 
the Romans faith, . As by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, even ſo . 
| « by the rigkteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon 
s all men to juſtification of life;“ for as all men 5 
partake of the fruit of Adam's fall, by reaſon of that 


evil ſeed, which through him is communicated unto 
them, which inclines them unto evil, although many 

thouſands of them never heard of the fall of Adam, 

nor of his eating of the forbidden fruit: ſo we be- 
lieve many may, and do, receive the benefit of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as they take heed to that divine 4 


light and grace, which is communicated to mankind 
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nothing of his coming in the fleſh. Now though we | 


hold it abſolutely needful, that men believe in the - 
death and ſufferings of Chriſt, where they have the 


benefit of the holy ſcriptures that declare thereof, as . 


8 
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zs before obſerved ; yet all this knowledge will not 
entitle to a part in the kingdom of God, unleſs they 
know him that died for them, to fave them out of 


'% - thoſe thin gs that unfit them for that holy kingdom, 
into which nothing that is unclean can enter. 


But becauſe we bear teſtimony to the inward ap- 


Fe pearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his light and 


ſpirit in men's hearts, John i. 9. ſome have been ſo 


| + unkind and unjuſt, that they have not ſtuck to ſay, 
| +. That we denied the Lord Jeſus Chrift that ſuffered 
without the gates of Jeruſalem for us; which is a 
very great abuſe upon us, for we firmly believe in him 

that was born of the Virgin Mary, that ſuffered 
3 upon the croſs for the redemption of mankind uni- 


verſally; and we are ſo far from denying him that 
died for us, and roſe again, and aſcended into heaven, 


And is come again by his ſpirit into our hearts, that 


we hold forth his death and ſufferings in a far more 


- extenſive manner than many others do; for a great 


many will have it, that Chriſt only died for the be- 
lievers, and a part of mankind ; but we believe, ac- 
cording to the ſcripture, that he taſted death for every 
man: But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little 
« lower than the angels, for the ſuffering of death, 
ce crowned with glory and honour, that he by the 
« grace of God ſhould taſte death for every man,” 


Hieb. ii. g. © My little children, cheſe things write 
„ V unto you, that ye ſin not; and if any man fin, 


« we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
5 « the 
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the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our 
e fins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the fins of 
« the whole world,” 1 John ii. 1, 2. Here is the 
wonderful love of God ſet forth to mankind uni- 
verſally: © Therefore, as by the offence of one, 
« judgment came upon all to condemnation ; even > - 
« by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
c upon all men to juſtification of life, Rom. v. 18. 
So that the plaſter is as broad as the ſore. Now 3 
although we believe that Chriſt has, by his offering ß 
himſelf once for all, cleared the ſcore, ſo far uon 
the account of infants and mankind in general, that 
no man will periſh becauſe of the fin of Adam; yet 
we do not believe, that the death and ſufferings of 
_ Chriſt without the gates of Jeruſalem, will render 
men juſtified and acceptable in the fight of God, 
except they know him that died for them, to redeem . 
them out of actual ſinning, and from thoſe things + 
that unfit them for the kingdom of God; © Know ẽ 
_ © ye not,” faith the apoſtle, © that the unrighteous 
« ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
« deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor _ | 
„ adulterers, nor effeminate, ner abuſers of them- 
cc ſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
* nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall 
| © inherit the kingdom of God. And ſuch were ſome 
© of you; but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanRified, 
but ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, = 
* and ꝓy the ſpirit of our God,” 1 Cor. vi. 99 1 
10 i 


„ 


E 


10, 11. Here the apoſtle has elearly ſet forth how 


men are juſtified. Now this is what we are con- 


cerned for, that all people may come to know the 


Lord to work a change in their hearts, and waſh them 


t. by his ſpirit ; “ He faved us by the waſhing of re- 
4 generation, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 


| < which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus | 


„ Chriſt our Saviour, Tit. iii. 5, 6. Now here is 


falvation and juſtification by Chriſt, upon a true and d 
right foundation; © And ſhe ſhall bring forth a ſon, 


“e and thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus, for he ſhall 


„ fave his people from their ſins.” Mat. i. 21. 
- Mark that ſalvation from fin is the way for men to 2 


de faved by Chriſt, from the wrath to come; for we 


. 5 read, that Tribulation and anguiſh”? will be <« upon 
X every ſoul of man that doth evil, of the Jew firſt, 


« and alſo of the Gentile,” Rom. ii. 9. There 


« are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, 
4 but after the ſpirit,” Rom. viii. 1. As men come 
to witneſs a being waſhed and ſanctified, and brought 
Into Chriſt, and know their abiding to be in him, they 
are redeemed out of thoſe things that bring condem- 


| 0 nation. 


% 


5 
5 


4s js therefore now no condemnation to them which 


8 
% 


reed * 


If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; 


« Whoſoever abideth in him, ſinneth not,” 1 John 
iti. 5. We know that whoſoever is born of God, 
“ ſinneth not; but he that is begotten of God, keep- 

6 eth himſelf, and that wicked one toucheth him 
$7.0 | « not, 


1 


4 not,” 1 John v. 18. © He that believeth on the 
« Son of God, hath the witneſs in himſelf.“ 1 John 
v. 10. This is the ſum of all, for men ſo to live, 
that they may have the witneſs in themſelves, that 
they pleaſe God. We read concerning Enoch, that 
before he was tranſlated, he had this teſtimony that 
e he pleaſed God. If our heart condemn us, God 
&« is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things : 
e if our heart condemn us not, then have we confi- | 
e dence towards God” 1 John iii. 20, 21. Friendly 
reader, whoever thou art, that art condemned and 
| reproved in thyſelf, for that which is evil, I tenderly .- 
deſire thou mayſt turn to that Holy Spirit, which don 
inwardly reprove thee for it: © If I go not away, the 
* Comforter will not come unto you; but if I de- 


cc part, I will ſend him unto you, and when he is N 
« come, he will reprove the world of fin,” John xv. 


heed unto it; but as they come out of thoſe things 


* our 


7, 8. The ſame Holy Spirit that reproves men for fin, - 2 ; 
will not only give them power over thoſe things that 
they are overcome with which are evil, if they take 


they are reproved for, it will be a divine comforter _ 
to them, and they will be inwardly juſtified in them- 
| ſelves. We read, that «© The grace of God that 
|. bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men, teach. 
ing us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, 
« we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 

this preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, 
« and the * appearing of the great God, and 


19 } 


« our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, 


4 that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 


E purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 


« good works,” Titus ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. Now al- 


though the apoſtle has here ſo excellently borne teſti- 
mony to the ſufficiency and univerſality of the grace 


of God, many are ſo narrow, that they are not wil- 


ling to own that Chriſt has died for all; nor will 


. g they allow, that ſaving grace is given to all; al- 
a Bb though we read, that A manifeſtation of the ſpirit 


4 is given to every man, to profit withal.” And in 


5 the parable of the ſower, that went forth to ſow, the 
_, feed fell on all the four ſorts of ground, but it did 


not bring forth fruit to perfection, ſave only in the 


9 
8 


| , good ground; and the unprofitable ſervant had a 5 
talent committed to him, which was ſufficient for 
him, if he had but improved it; it is plain, that the 


1 
„ 


fault was in himſelf ; fo that if any man periſh, he is 
the cauſe of his own deſtruction, as it was faid of 


Iſrael, „O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ! but in 


me is thy help,” Hoſ. xiii. 9. God gave them of 


his good ſpirit to inſtru& them, but they rebelled againſt 

him, Neh. ix. 20. 26. Many, for want of a right 

_ underſtanding, have made a very wrong uſe of Paul's 
words in the ninth of the Romans; ( For the chil- 


* dren being not yet born, neither having done any 
« good or evil, that the purpoſe of God according to 
tc election might ſtand, not of works, but of him 


© thatcalleth) it was laid unto her, the elder ſhall ſerve 


1 


c the younger, as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but 


< Efau have IJ hated,” Rom. ix. 11, 12, 13. Now the 


| apoſtle doth not ſay, that before the children were born, | 
it was ſaid, Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have 4 


hated ; but that © the elder ſhall ſerve the younger; : 
and, *as it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Efu 


6 have I hated ;” he has reference to what i is writ- 


read Obadiah ; For thy violence againſt thy ---. 


0» r Jacob, Home ſhall cover thee, a thou 
| & ſhalt be cut off for ever, Obad. i. 10. If God 

had hated Efau, and ordained Pharaoh to periſh, be- 
fore they were born, he would have been a reſpecter 

of perſons, which is contrary to the apoſtle Peter's 


teſtimony ; © Of a truth, I perceive,” ſaid he, that 8 
« God is no reſpecter of perſons, but in every na- 


« tion he that feareth him, and worketh righteouſ- 
« neſs, is accepted with him, Acts x. 34, 35. Here 


are the conditions laid down, upon which all people . 


may be accepted of God; for we believe, as it is the 10 
will of God, that all men ſhould be ſaved, ſo he gives 
to every man a day of viſttation, in which he in- 


wardly ſtrives with them, by his Holy Spirit to re. 


elaim them. He ftrove long with the people in the 
old world; „ And the Lord ſaid, my ſpirit ſhall not 
« always ftrive with man, for that he alſo is fleſh,”? 
Gen. vi. 3. There was a time in which they might - . 
have been ſaved, but they would not be reclaimed +. 
from thoſe things that were diſpleaſing to him, there- 
fore he cut them off in his wrath; and there was 
alſo 
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| -+ alfo a time in which the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
= ++ might have been gathered, but they would not, and 


our Saviour wept over them, and ſaid, O Jerufa. 
ce lem! Jeruſalem ! thou that killeſt the prophets, 
<« and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how 
<« often would I have gathered thy children together, 
“ even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
« wings, and ye would not? Behold your houſe is 
© left unto you deſolate! Mat. xxiii. 37, 38. Chriſt | 
did not ſay, they could not be gathered, but ſaid, © ye 


„ would not, fo that the cauſe why they were not 


gathered, was not in the Lord, but in themſelves, 


© But if God by a ſecret decree had beforehand deter- 
mined their deſtruction, why ſhould he have ſent his 
. © ſervants to them, in order that they might be gather- 


ed? And what will people make of our Saviour's 
weeping over them, if they were before ordained in- 
evitably to periſh? I wiſh all may conſider theſe |, 
things ſeriouſly ; the apoſtle faith, « What if God, 


- « willing to ſhew his wrath, and to make his power 


cc known, endured with much long - ſuffering the 


cc veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruQtion ?*” Rom. ix. 


22. And why is this long-ſuffering, but in order 
that they might be gained upon? Why was the 
long ſuffering of God, which © waited in the days 
ce of Noah, while the ark was a preparing,” but that 

they might be reclaimed from their wrong doings? 
1 Pet. iii. 20. When Pharaoh had refuſed to let 


Iſrael go, and ſaid, 5 Who is the Lord, that I ſhould 
2 obe y 
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” nl 
© obey his voice, to let Iſrael go? I know not,“ faid 
he, © the Lord, neither will I let Iſrael go ;”” Exod. 
v. 2. then we read, that the Lord faid, «I will 
4 harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my ſigns and 
« my wonders in the land of Egypt, Exod. vii. 3. 
And the Lord ſhewed his power in his deſtruction, 
| Exod. xiv. 23. as he did in the deſtruction of the old 
world; but let it be conſidered, that-they brought this 
upon themſelves by their rebelling againſt him; for 
| why ſhould the Lord have ſtriven with the old world, 
if he had determined their deſtruction beforehand ? 
Friendly reader, I deſire the Lord may open thy 
underſtanding by his Holy Spirit, that thou mayſt 
| have a right diſcerning of theſe things; Peter faith, + 
& Account that the long-ſuffering of our Lord is 
c ſalvation, even as our beloved brother Paul alfo, - . 
« according unto the wiſdom given unto him, hath 
written unto you, as alſo in all his epiſtles, ſpeak- 
40 ing in them of theſe things, in which are ſome 
4 things hard to be underſtood, which they that are 
e unlearned, and unſtable, wreſt, as they do alſo 
© the other ſcriptures, unto their own deſtruction, 
2 Pet. iii. 15, 16. Peter did not mean that it was 7 
thoſe that were outwardly unlearned, that wreſted 
Paul's words; for we read, that he and John were 
both ſaid to be unlearned and ignorant men. Now | 
* when they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned and igno-.__ 
* rant men, they marvelled, and they took know- . .. 
8 ledge 


1 
ec ſedge of them, that they had been with Jeſus,” 


Acts iv. 13. It was then, and is now, ſuch as are 


4 unlearned in the ſchool of Chriſt, that did and do 
wreſt Paul's words; and if people do not come to 


learn of Chriſt, it is no wonder if they p put wrong and 


£1 groſs conſtructions upon many places of the Holy 


| Scriptures; but although this place has been made 


very ill uſe of by many, the apoſtle Paul doth give 


ample and full teſtimony of the good will of God to 


mankind ; © I exhort,” faith he, therefore, that 
« firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and 
« piving of thanks, be made for all men ; for kings, 

“ and for all that are in authority, that we may lead 
“ a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and 
““ honeſty; for this is good and acceptable in the 
<« ſight of God our Saviour, who will have all men 
4 to be taved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
cc the truth,” 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. If the apoſtle 
“ had believed, that a part of mankind were ordained 
to periſh, before they were born, he would not have 


' - adviſed Timothy to pray for all men, nor have told 


„ the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way | 


him, that it was the will of God, that all men ſhould 
be ſaved: ſo that if any periſh, as is before obſerved, 

the fault is in himſelf ; * Say unto them, as I live, 
c ſaith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of 


and live.” © When I ſhall ſay to the righteous, taat 
& he ſhall furely live; if he truſt to his own righ- 
5 teouſneſs, and commit iniquity, all his W 
« neſs 


„ that he hath committed, he ſhall die for it. Again, 
when I ſay unto the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die ; 
if he turn from his ſin, and do that which is law- 


= 
« neſs ſhall not be remembered, but for his iniquity - 


« ful and right; if the wicked reſtore the pledge, 


&« give again that he had robbed, walk in the ſtatutes 95 
of life, without committing iniquity, he ſhall ſure- 
« ly live, he ſhall not die.” Ezek. xxxiii. I1, 13, 
14, 15. I wiſh that all might ſeriouſly conſider this, 
and that all who think they ſtand and are ſecure, may 
take heed leſt they fall; and that they who have gone + 


into evil things, may be encouraged to turn to the 


Lord, by true repentance and amendment of life, 


that they may find mercy at his hand, as the prophet 
faith, ++ Let the wicked forſake his way, and the 


© unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
© unto the Lord, and he will have mercy, and to 
our God, and he will abundantly pardon.” Iſa. lv. 


| 7 We are not of their mind that ſay, Once in 
grace, and ever in grace; or that © the leaſt degree 


* of true and ſaving grace cannot be fallen from; 


but we believe men may now, as ſome of old did, 
make ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience ; and 


from what is before ſaid, it is plain, that a righteous 
| man may turn from his righteouſneſs, therefore it is 


good for all to be watchful: What I ſay to you, 


| faid Chriſt to his followers, „ fay to all, Watch. Na 
man is longer ſafe than he is upon his watch. It was 


when David and Peter were off their watch, that they 
: = : 2 
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fell; and che miſcarriages that are among the children 
of men, are owing to their unwatchfulneſs; not but 
that we believe, the grace and good ſpirit of God is 
ſufficient to keep men from falling and ſinning, and 
dut of all evil and hurtful things, as they take heed 
unto it: unto which grace, friendly reader, I com- 
mend thee for "7 and — 


2. Concerning the HoLY SCRIPTURES. 


ALTHOUGH ſome have miſrepreſented us, as 
though we undervalued or diſ-eſteemed the Holy 


: Scriptures of the Old and New, Teſtament ; yet we 
do bleſs the Lord, and have great cauſe ſo to do, that 
the excellent counſel therein contained, which pro- 
ceeded from the ſpirit of God, is preſerved upon re- 


cord to this day; and it is a great favour that we live 


under a government, where we have the liberty to read 
them, this being a privilege that many called Chriſtians 
are deprived of, in ſome other countries; and I wiſh 
that all would be frequent in reading of them: 
the apoſtle Paul commended Timothy, in that from 


a child he had known the Holy Scriptures, © which,” 


faith he, © are able to make thee wiſe unto ſal- 
“ vation, through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, and 


« js profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
4 wow for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man 
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« of God may be made perfect, thronghly furniſhed 
« unto all good works,” 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. 
« Search the ſcriptures,” faith Chriſt, « for in them 


“ ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they 
“ which teſtify of me, and ye will not come to me 
| © that ye might have life, John v. 39, 40. They 
| are greatly to be valued, in that they teſtify of Chriſt, 
in whom there is power to give men victory over 8 


the will of God; we read, that Chriſt & came unto 
| © his own, and his own received him not, but as 
many as received him, to them gave he power 
4 to become the ſons of God,” John i. 11, 12. 
9 They that receive Chriſt by his ſpirit | into their hearts, , 
| they receive power; for Chriſt's ſpirit is a Chriſtian's 
ſtrength: 1 can do all things,” faith the apoſtle, 
KF © through Chriſt which ſtrengthens me, Phil. iv. 
iz. We read, that © no prophecy of the ſcripture 
© © is of any private interpretation; for the prophecy 
4“ came not in old time by the will of man, but holy 
„ men of God ſpake as they were moved by the 
| Holy Ghoſt,” 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. Now we ſay, the moſt 
true interpreter of the Holy Scriptures, is the Holy 
Ghoſt, or Spirit, from which they did proceed ; we 
| read, that © the natural man receiveth not the things 
« of the ſpirit of God, neither can he know them, 
ſaith the text, and there is a ſtrong reaſon laid aun 
for it; © becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcer 
** axe . his reach and comprehenſion. M0 Fe or 
| En 2 « what 


© their corruptions and paſſions, and enable them to da 


4 the ſpirit of man which is in him; even ſo the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the ſpirit of 
* God,” 1 Cor. ii, 14. 11. This is the key which 
opens the myſteries of the kingdom of God to men, 

I take this to be the great reaſon why there are ſuch 
great miſtakes about religion, and why many put 
ſiuch groſs conſtructions upon many parts of the Holy 
SGcriptures, as they do, becauſe they do not come to 
that divine ſpirit which gives a right and true under- 
ſtanding; as Elihu faid, “There is a ſpirit in man, 
“ and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them 
underſtanding,” Job xxxii. 8. Till men come to the : 
Holy Spirit of God in themſelves, they can neither 

© know God, nor the things of God; for we read, 
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« what man knoweth the things of a man, fave 


« That no man knoweth the Father ſave the Son, 


„ and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him,” 
Mat. xi. 27. Now if revelation were ceaſed, as ſome 


do imagine it is, what a fad condition weuld mankind 


de in! For we read, „The world by wiſdom knows 
not God,” chere i is no knowledge of God, but 
= by the hee PER of his Son; and it is as men come Þ 
to have an inward knowledge of God, that they come 


to have a right underſtanding of the Holy Scriptures, Þ 
which proceeded from the good ſpirit of God, where- Þ 


fore we highly value them ; ; though it is to be feared, 


ſome called Chriſtians do diſ-believe many of the great 
truths therein contained ; for I believe that a man, 


through often rebelling againſt the Holy Spirit of | 
God 
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God in himſelf, may arrive to ſuch a degree of 
wickedneſs, that he may reject the ſcriptures, and 
count them but fables; and may be fo far from own- '_ * 
ing of any thing of God in man, as to deny the Lord + 
that bought him, and according to Pſalm xiv. 5. 
he may ſay in his heart, © there is no God.” It is 
the work of the enemy of all righteouſneſs, to per- 


ſuade men that there is no God, and that the ſcrip- 


tures are but a fiction, and that men are not ac- 
| countable for their words or actions, and that there 
re no future rewards and puniſhments ; that they 


might walk at large, and take their full ſwing in 


3. Concerning WorsHIP. 


WE live in a time, in which there is great dif- 
ference, even among thoſe called Chriſtians, 


wickedneſs. It is greatly to be deſired, if there be 
any ſuch now living, whoſe day of mercy is not 
wholly over, that have arrived to ſuch a degree of 
| hardneſs and wickedneſs as this is, that they may be 
brought to a ſenſe of their iniquity and error, and 
de ſo truly humbled in ſoul becauſe thereof, that if 
poſſible, they might find mercy at the Lord's hand. 
Ihe better Chriſtian that any man is, the more true 
| andreal value he has for the Holy Scriptures. 


about religion, and the worſhip of God. Difference 


about religion and the worſhip of God, is no new 
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thing; the Jews and Samaritans differed to ſuch a a 


degree, that it feems they did not deal with one 
another, John iv. 9. It is very much amiſs, where 
religion ſours people, and makes them rigid, and 
| bitter one againſt another. Chriſtianity is love, and 
be that is a Chriſtian in his heart, is full of pity and 
good- will to them that are under a miſtake in matters 


8 of religion; and the worſt that he wiſhes for all ſuch, 
is, that the Lord may direct them right; for they 


that have the mind of Chriſt, would not have any ſoul 
to err, either in faith or practice. Our Saviour, in 
his diſcourſe with the woman of Samaria, has clearly 
deſcribed the true and ſpiritual worſhip; © But the 
. hour cometh, and now is, when the true worſhip- 


de pers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth; 


« for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God 
ce js a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt wor- 


4 ſhip him in ſpirit and in truth,” John iv. 23, 


24. Now we believe, that as God is a ſpirit, he 


may be truly worſhipped, as we are gathered in his | 


ſpirit, though there be not a word outwardly ſpoken 
among us, as Chriſt ſaid. Where two or three are 


gathered together in my name, there am I in 


« the midſt of them, Mat. xviii. 20. and the holy 
prophet ſaith, „They that wait upon the Lord ſhall 


. renew their ſtrength: they ſhall mount up with Þ 


<< wings as eagles ; they ſhall run, and not be weary, 
c and they ſhall walk, and not faint,” Iſa. xl. 31. 


Although I believe a great many pious, good, Chriſ- 
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fans can ſay, as they have waited humbly upon the 


Lord, in true filence of all fleſh, with their minds 8 
truly ſtaid upon him, they have enjoyed that divine 


comfort which has been beyond what they could 


. in themſelves; „But the anointing which 


« ye have received of him, abideth in you; and Je 


& ſhall abide in him,” 1 John ii. 27. Now we un- 


derſtand the holy man here to ſpeak in a large ſenſe ; 
he told them, that they needed not that any man 


[ taught them, but as the ſame anointing taught them, 


xc. We do very much own outward preaching and 


praying, where it proceeds from this divine anoint- 
ing. If it pleaſe God to ſpeak by this through any 
inſtruments, whether male or female, we believe there 
mould be liberty amongſt us, for every one to ſpeak 


as he requires it of them; * For ye may all propheſy 


i one by one, that all may learn, and all may be 


* comforted ; and the ſpirit of the prophets are ſub- 

«© ject to the a” x Cor. xiv. 31, 32. © And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began 
— | | | — 4 == 66 to 


expreſs in words; yet this ſilent waiting is a great = 

; myſtery to many people. There is a divine teacher 
near men, even in their own hearts, which is ſuffi- 
cient to teach them, as they take heed thereto. It is 
to be feared, that many people too much depend 
upon the teachings of men, and neglect the divine 


er 


need not that any man teach you, but as the fame 5 4 
s anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, mY 
and is no lie; and even as it hath taught you, ye 
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11 
to ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
« them utterance,” Acts ii. 4. We believe the true 


preaching, and praying, is that which proceeds from | 
the Holy Spirit; We know not what we ſhould 
b pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itſelf maketh 
interceſſion for us, with groanings which cannot be 


© uttered,” Rom. viii. 26. © I will pray with the 
1 


A 


Spirit, and I will pray with the underſtanding 


<« alſo; I will ſing with the Spirit, and I will ay, 


„ with the underſtanding alſo,” 1 Cor. xiv. 15. 


This is the preaching and praying, and finging, 


which we own, that is by the direction and aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit. Now ſome being againſt womens 
ſpeaking in the church, urge what the apoſtle ſaith, 
Let your women keep ſilence in the churches, for 
d jt is not permitted unto them to ſpeak, but they are 


« commanded to be under obedience, as alſo ſaith 
& the law; and if they will learn any thing, let them 
« afk their huſbands at home, for it is a ſhame for 


« women to ſpeak in the church, x Cor. xiv. 34, 
35. Let the women learn in ſilence with all ſub- 
I jection; but I ſuffer not a woman to teach, nor to 


e uſurp authority over the man, but to be in ſilence,” 


1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. We do not take this to be a | 
prohibiting holy women to ſpeak, whom the Lord 
calls thereto; and I think it would be very much 


amiſs to ſay, that the apoſtle Paul was againſt holy 


women ſpeaking, whom God called to ſpeak ; but 
ſuch troubleſome and unruly women as diſturbed the 


church 
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« her head,” 1 Cor. x. 5. And 
the believers divers good women; © I ee ; 5 
„ unto you Phebe our ſiſter, which is a ſervant 
c of the church.” Rom. xvi. 1. All good miniſters _ 
of Jeſus Chriſt are ſervants to the church. And he 

| adviſed his true yokefellow, © to help thoſe women 
« which laboured with. him in the goſpel,” ſo 
that he was an encourager of holy women that la- 5 
boured in the goſpel; we read, that Anna ſpoke in 
the temple, * and ſhe was a widow of about fourſcore 


= = 


church by their queſtions, and uſurped authority over - 


the man, which he was againſt, we are againſt, If 
the apoſtle Paul had been againſt holy women pray- - ö 
ing, and propheſying, why ſhould he lay down a rule T 

how they ought to behave themſelves when they wh +2 4 


or propheſy? „ But every woman. that prayeth or 


ce propheſieth with her head uncovgred, ee 
e commends to 


c and four years, which departed not from the tem- 


ple, but ſerved God with faſtings and prayers, 
„ night and day; and ſhe coming in that inſtant, 


* gave thanks likewiſe unto the Lord, and ſpake of 


© him to all them that looked for redemption in Je- 
<« ruſalem, Luke ii. 37, 38. And we read, that 
| Philip the evangeliſt had four daughters, virgins, and 


they did all propheſy. And Joel alſo propheſied that 


God would pour forth of his ſpirit, &c. © But this 
is that,” faith Peter, © which was ſpoken by the 


prophet Joel; and it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 
E * days (faith God) I will pour out of my ſpirit upom 


[ 1 4 1 
l fleſh, and your ſons and your daughters ſhall 


ec propheſy, and your young men ſhall ſee viſions, 
e and your old men ſhall dream dreams, and on my 
 « ſervants, and'on my handmaidens, I will pour out 


s jn thoſe days of my ſpirit, and they ſhall pro- 


5 5-6 pheſy, Acts ii. 16, 17, 18. Now although pro- 
3 pheſying is ſeveral times taken in the ſcripture for 


| foretelling things to come, read Jeremiah xxi. and 


© brethren, and fay unto them, I aſcend unto my 


« Father, and your Father, and to my God, and 
* your God,” John xx, 17. And the woman of 
Samaria was inſtrumental to bring many of her 
' neighbours to believe in Chriſt; ſhe faid, Come ſee 
0 a man which told me all things that ever I did, is 

© not thistheChriſt?” And many of the Samaritans |, 
« of that city believed on him, for the ſaying of the | 


40 woman, which teſtified, he told me all that ever I 


cc did,” John iv. 29. 39. Now it is to Chriſt, as 

> he inwardly appears in men's hearts, by his light and 

© ſpirit, that we * all may come. It is he that 
ſhews 


ſeveral other propheſies of the prophets; yet it is alſo 
tanken for edifying the church; © But he that pro- 

e pheſieth, ſpeaketh unto men to edification and ex- 
“ hortation, and comfort. He that ſpeaketh in an 
e unknown tongue, edifieth himſelf ; but he that 
„ propheſieth edifieth the church,” x Cor. xiv. 3, 4. 
: Mary was ſent by Chriſt to declare of his reſurrec- 
tion, © Jeſus ſaith unto her, Touch me not, for I am 
< not yet aſcended to my Father; but go to my 
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a great myſtery to many people. When it Urry 2 
« God,” faith the apoſtle Paul, « to reveal his Son * 


6 in me, that I might preach him among the Hea- 2 6 


[3] 
ſhews men when they do amiſs. 
which is the hope of the faints glory, Col. i. 27. is - 


« then, immediately I conferred not with fleſh and - 


BB. blood,” Gal. i. 15, 16. Here was the Son of God. 


revealed in him. Now that all may have a right | 


; underſtanding of the things of God, we defire that | 
| they may come to him that hath the key of David, 


that opens the myſteries of the ons of God to . 
men. | 


4. Concerning B A 2 T ISM. 


Brcausz of our diſuſe of water - baptiſm, and 


bread and wine, we have been very hardly ſpoke 


of, as though we denied the ordinances of Jeſus 


Chrift ; when-as there is no people that I know of, 


that do more truly own the neceſſity of believing and 
being baptized, than we do; but we do not under- ._ 
ſtand it to be only an hiſtorical belief of the concep-- 

tion and birth, and life and miracles, and alſo of the 
death and ſufferings, and reſurrection and aſcenſion . 
of Chriſt, or a being outwardly baptized with water, 
that will entitle men to ſalvation ; for we read, that -. 


Simon the ſorcerer believed, and was baptized, and yet + 


he was ſo far from being in a ſtate of ſalvation, that + 
Peter faith to him, © I perceive that thou art in the * 
3 6 « gall _ 
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« gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity,” 


7 Ads vii, 13. 23. But left any ſhould be under 
2 2 miſtake, and take the baptiſm of water, to be 
the one eſlential and faving baptiſm, hear the apoſtle 
Peter: When once the long-ſuffering of God 
4 waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 2 

/ < preparing, wherein few, that is, eight ſouls were 
| < faved by water. The like figure whereunto, even 

e « baptiſm, doth alſo now fave us; not the putting 
© away of the filth of the fleſh,” [mark that] “ but 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, by 
4s the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt,” 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. 
No it is the baptiſm of Chriſt, by his ſpirit, that 
| brings men to that; for it is plain, from the inſtance : 


of Simon before noted, that a man may believe and 


be baptized with water, and be fo far from having 
the anſwer of a good conſcience, that he may be in 8 
the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity, 
which is the very reverſe of Chriſtianity. A great 
many take the commiſſion in the 28th of Matthew, 


to be a commiſſion for water-baptiſm ; Go ve : 


therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in : 


« the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt,” Mat. xxviii. 19. Now here is [ 
no mention of water. Is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, | 
that if our dear Lord had intended that they ſhould | 


baptize with water, that he would have expreſly 


mentioned it? Although the apoſtle Paul was not 
inferior to the chief of the e, he ſaith, 1 
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was by way of condeſcenſian, as in the caſe of cir- 1 
WH cumciſing Timothy, and going into the temple, and 
| purifying himſelf, Acts xvi. 3, and xxi. 26. It ws - 
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it? For if he had took that commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 
19. to be a commiſfion for him to baptize with out- 
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It is poſſible ſome may be ready to ſay, it muſt needs 


17 J 


* thank God that I baptized none of you, bot 


« Criſpus, and Gaius, left any ſhould ſay, that 1 had 


<« baptized in mine own name; and I baptized alſo 
d the houſhold of Stephanus; beſides, I know not 

c whether I baptized any other; for Chriſt ſent me 
& NoT to baptize, but to preach the goſpel,” 1 Care 5 

i. 14, 15, 16, 17. So that what he did in that caſe, 2 


be a weak thing to plead for theſe things now, becauſe 


. the apoſtle practiſed them. Doth it therefore follow, 
| | that water-baptiſm ſhould be practiſed now, becauſe 


the apoſtle Pauk by way of condeſcenſion, practiſed 


ward water, we may ſafely conclude, that he would 


not have thanked God that he had done him ſo little 
ſervice. We do not deny, but that ſome other of the 


apoſtles did alſo, by way of condeſcenſion, praQtiſe . 
water-baptiſm; but that they were commanded to 


baptize with water in that commiſſion, Mat. xxvili. 


19. I think will be too hard for any body to prove.  - 


be meant of water; becauſe, ſay they, no man can 
baptize with the ſpirit, or into the power and ſpirit _ 


man, by his own power can do this; neither can 
any man . power, as he is man, © heal * 
— i fick, 


* 


of Chriſt. We freely own, that no man, as he is a 


[ 33] | 

© © fick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, caſt out 
© devils, Mat. x. 8. and yet we find the diſciples 

were commanded to do theſe things. And by the 
fame power, by which they did caft out many devils, 
and healed the fick, &c. they were inſtrumental to 


baptize men into the name and power of Chriſt. 
J And as I began to ſpeak,” faith Peter, the Holy Þ} 


4 * Ghoſt fell on them as on us at the beginning. 


A « Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how 1 


4e that he ſaid, John indeed baptized with water, but 
„ ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt”, Acts 
xi. 15, 16. At the great meeting we read of in 


© the ſecond of Acts, verſe the 4th, it is ſaid, „ They | 


e were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 
ce ſpeak with other tongues as the ſpirit gave them 


e © utterance” yet ſome of the multitude mocked, 


and were fo ignorant of the operation of the Holy 
. . Ghoſt, that they faid, verſe 13. Theſe men are 
4 full of new wine: but Peter ſtanding up with the 
« eleven, lift up his voice and faid unto them, Le 
& men of Judah, and all ye that dwell at Jeruſalem, 


be this known unto you, and hearken to my 


* words, for theſe are not drunken as ye ſuppoſe, 
& ſeeing it is but the third hour of the day; but this 
« is that which was ſpoken by the prophet Joel, &c. | 

It is hard to make men ſenſible of the operation of | 
the Holy Ghoſt, and of the fpiritual baptiſm, while 
they are ſtrangers to the ſpirit in themſelves ; but if it 
could be del that the diſciples in that commiſſion, 

Mat. 


. 1 39 1 


Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. were commanded to baptize with 


or in water, which I believe cannot be done, how - 


will they that are for the ſprinkling of infants, prove 


P 
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) 


their practice from that commiſſion ? Go teach all 


« nations,” &c. for they are not capable of being 


taught. As to what is urged of the jaylor, and all 
his, Acts xvi. 33. and of whole families being bap- 


1 tized, there is no account that there were any infants + * 


baptized 1 in any of them. There is abundance of -+.* 
families now, as, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, there 


were then, in which there are no little children. As 


to that of our Saviour, where he faith, “ Suffer little 


“children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
„ of ſuch is the kingdom,” it cannot be proved from 


ſcripture, that he baptized any of them in, or with, 


water. But as to this practice of ſprinkling infants, it is 
ſo much without foundation in the ſcripture, that a 
great many people, who are not of our ſociety, do not 
hold it or own it. The way rightly to underſtand this 
commiſſion, is to come to that ſpirit by which it was 
given forth. 
tized of John; he was alſo circumciſed, Luke ii. 21. 
doth it therefore follow that we muſt be circumciſed, 


becauſe he was circumciſed ? For as he was born 


under the law, he fulfilled the law, and © he is the 


1 end of the law for righteouſneſs fake to all them 
© that believe.” When Chriſt came to John to be 


baptized of him, John forbad him, ſaying, © I have 
* need to be baptized of thee,” Mat. iii, 13, 14. 


Many urge, that our Saviour was bap- 


Here 


1 
Here John the Baptiſt, who was the adminiftrator of 
water-baptiſm, was ſenſible that he had need to be 
baptized of Chriſt, with the baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt: © Suffer it to be ſo now, faid Chriſt, © for 
© thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs,” 
Mar. iii. 15. fo that he fulfilled the righteouſneſs of 
John's s diſpenſatiod. John has very clearly and ex- 
cellently diſtinguiſhed his baptiſm with water, from 


the baptiſm of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt. © I in- 


cc deed baptize you with water unto repentance ; 
© but he that cometh after me, is mightier than I, 
c whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to bear; he ſhall 


“ baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire: 
« whoſe fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 


ce purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the gar- 
4 ner, but he will burn up the chaff with unquench- 
« able fire,” Mat. iii. 11, 12. This is the Meſſen- 
ger of the covenant the prophet ſpeaks of; The 
« Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his 
<« temple, even the Meſſenger of the covenant, whom 
« ye delight in: behold he ſhall come, faith the 
4 Lord of Hoſts ; but who may abide the day of his 
c coming, and who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth ? 

« For he is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's 
« ſoap: and he ſhall fit as a refiner and purifier of 
& filver, and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and purge 
& them as gold and ſilver, that they may offer unto 
K the Lord an offering in righteouſneſs,” Mal. iii. 1, 
2, 3- For this end the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is come 


into 
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and he told them, that he had given them an example; 


ta) 


into the hearts of men, by his ſpirit, to purge them 0 


from their droſs, and waſh them from their unclean- 
neſs, that ſo they may be fitted for that kingdom, into 


which nothing that is unclean can enter; this is the 
waſhing which will avail, for men to know their 
hearts to be waſhed from wickedneſs ;. as it was faid __ 


to Jeruſalem, «© Waſh thy heart from wickedneſs.” 


The apoſtle Paul in his epiſtle to the Epheſians faith, .- 
| there is © One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm,” Eph. .., 
iv. 5. John, as is before obſerved, has diſtinguiſhed = 
very plainly between his baptiſm with water, and the 
baptiſm of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt. Now what 
we defire is, that all might come to the baptiſm of 
the ſpirit, which the apoſtle and primitive Chriſtians 
witneſſed, who could ſay © By one ſpirit are we all 
e baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 


&« Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 


4 been all made to drink into one ſpirit,” 1 Cor. xii. 
13. (this is the one baptiſm) “ For as many of you 
&« as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put on 
„ Chriſt,” Gal. iii, 27. Now this is the ſum of all, 
for men to put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the new and 
| heavenly man, then they will witneſs inward come | * 8 
munion with the Lord. 
But why are many of our ſober neighbours ſo ſtre- 
nuous for water-baptiſm, and yet negle& to waſh 
one another's feet; when-as we read, John xiii. verſe 


I, to 14. that our Saviour waſhed the diſciples feet, 


_ 


OY that as he had done to them, ſo they ſhould do to one 


tis; and if we aſk many ſober people, why they are 


i A why they ſhould lay ſuch ſtreſs upon water-baptiſm, 


# Þ 


another: now here is both example and precept for | 


not in the practice of this; I preſume many would 
be ready to anſwer, that they look upon it to be but | 
an outward and viſible ſign, by which our Saviour 

ſhewed his followers, that they ought to ſerve one 
another, and be ready to do the meaneſt offices of 
love if need require: and that they do not hold the 
ceremonious part of waſhing one another's feet to be 
obligatory upon them, as long as they come to the 
| - ſpiritual part of what was thereby ſignified, although 
wee find that this was practiſed by our Saviour: now 9 


which we cannot find was ever practiſed by our 
+ Saviour, and drop this, deſerves their ſerious conſider 
ation : but as we diſuſe water-baptiſm, ſo we do alfo 
diſuſe the ceremonious part of waſhing one another's 
feet, being ſenſible, that they who are come to the 
fpiritual part of what was-thereby ſignified, are come | 
to the end of the outward and viſible figns. 


5. Concerning the SUPPER. 


Att HOUGH we diſuſe the outward bread and 
__**** wine, we do very truly own the ſpiritual ſupper 
of the Lord, which is ſpoken of in the Revelations ; 
| & Behold, I ſtand at the door and knock; if any 

0 man 3 


PP ˖ Ä» op  ”” ns 


door of their hearts, and receive the Lord Jeſus Chrift | 
by his ſpirit, that ſo they may know an inward ſup- * | 
ping with him in his kingdom; for we read, The 
kingdom of God cometh not with obſervation, _ 
* neither ſhall they ſay, lo here, or lo there, for be- Ji 

« hold the kingdom of God is within you.” Luke 


* 


© 
ie man hear my voice, and open the door, I will - 
« come in to him, and will ſup with him, and he 
« with me,” Rev. iii. 20. It is what we deſire, that 
all religious well-minded people, who AE + * : 


receive the outward bread and wine, may open the 


xvii. 20, 21. I will not leave you comfortleſs, 
faid Chriſt our Lord, © I will come to you,” John 
xiv. 18. But I ſay unto you, I will not drink 


* 
. 


« henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until that day — 5 


« dom,“ Mat. xxvi. 29. 


He dyelleth with you, al ſhall be in you. An + 
in that excellent prayer, he faith to his Father, « I 


in them, and thou in me, that they may he made 
perfect in one, and that the world may know 


“ that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them, as 
© thou haſt loved me, John xvii. 23. We bear 


teſtimony to the coming of Chriſt by his ſpirit into 


men's hearts; and they that have known him to waſh 


them throughly by the water of regeneration, will 


= know inward communion with the Lord, as the good 
_ Chriſtians of old Knew ; „That which we have ſeen, | 


* 
* 
Iz 
LF) 
Is 
* 


and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo may 


„ when I drink it new with you in my F ather* s King 43 


* 


66 have 


| 4] 
have fellowſhip with us, and truly onr fellowſhip 


js with the F ather, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” 


1 John. i. 3. They were people of bleſſed experience, 
and it is what we deſire, that the children of men 
might come to witneſs this in themſelves; for they 


deuat are come to have fellowſhip with the Father, and 


with the Son, are come to the end of the outward 


bread and wine, even to the glory of the goſpel 


diſpenſation, which is a diſpenſation of enjoyment; 
for as men are inwardly reconciled, and brought into 


 ., favour with God, they come to know a feeding of 


that divine and living bread which comes down from 


| 2 heaven ; «1 am, „ ſaid Chriſt, the living bread F 
c which came down from heaven , if any man eat of Þ 


BY: that I will give, is my fleſh, which I will give for > 


< this bread, he ſhall live for ever ; ; and the bread 


4 ̃ the life of the world.” He that eateth my fleſh, andi 
& drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him,” 
* vi. 51. 56. It is as men witneſs this, that tbe7ß 
can ſpeak from their own experience, what a bleſſed | 
thing i it is to have inward communion with Chriſt, | 
It is the great bleſſing of wiſdom's children, that 
| the brings them to the ſubſtance; © I lead in the |! 
c way of righteouſneſs, in the midſt of the paths of 
* judgment, that I may cauſe thoſe that love me to [ 
© inherit ſubſtance; and I will fill their treaſures,” ; 
Prov. viii. 20, 21. Reader, this is what is deſired I 
for thee, that thou mayſt come to the ſubſtance, that 
| fo thou mayſt know a feeding of that divine and 
. ſpiritual 


[ 4s ] it 
Fpiritual bread which can only ſatisfy the ſoul, and a a 

drinking of the wine of the kingdom; but it is hard 

to make the natural man ſenſible of theſe things 5 

they are beyond his reach and comprehenſion. When RE 5 
our Saviour told Nicodemus, that Except a man 
e he born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God; 
„ Nicodemus faith unto him, how can a man bs. 


e born when he is old; can he enter the ſecond 

* © © time into his mother's womb, and be born?” John 

” Þ iii. 4, 4. Notwithſtanding that he was a ruler of the 
f 
Jews he argued very grolly ; and how many, when H+ 
: 
41 we have borne teſtimony to the inward appearance Fe þ 
þ ” of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, by his light and ſpirit in 4 


men's hearts, have made very ſtrange of it, and ben 85 ; 
ready to ſay, How can this be? And when we 
have ſpoken of men's having inward fellowſhip with 
tie Father, and with his Son, while they are upon 
the earth, many cannot underſtand bow this can Os 


» Reo = RN £©. 


“ God,” 


1 although the primitive Chriſtians had it in their own _ 
X 7 experience, as is before obſerved, The apoſtle faith, 

k Neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor un- 

x e circumciſion, but a new creature,” Gal. vi. 15. 
F 8 It doth not avail in the fight of God, whether a man 
F | de baptized with water, or not baptized with water; 

: 1 or whether he receives the bread and wine, or doth _ 
F not receive it, if he be not a new creature : we read, 
elf any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature,” 

, Z 2 Oor.v. 17. and as is before obſerved, © Except a 

1 man be born again, be cannot ſee the kingdom of - 
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= God.” John iii. 3. We greatly deſire that all people 
might have this in their own experience, that ſo they 
might walk as become the children of God, and mani- 


feſt themſelves to be the followers and diſciples of 
Chriſt, by their living agreeably to his doctrine; for I 
count that is the greateſt outward viſible ſign, that any 


man can give, that he is truly a Chriſtian, and a 


member of Chriſt's church, for him to live agreeably 
to the doctrine of Chriſt ; © By this,” ſaid our Saviour, 
© ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye 
e have love one to another,” John xiii. 35. Now, 
to love one another, to love our enemies, to do good 


| for evil, to forgive injuries, to be juſt and merciful, 
And walk humbly, as Chriſtians ought to do, are good 
= outward viſible ſigns ; but we believe no outward ob- 


> ſervations will make men Chriſtians, and members of 


8 8 that pure Church which Chriſt came to preſent to 


| God, Eph. v. 27. © without ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
“ ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be holy and without 
© blemiſh, if they do not know the Lord to work a 


N To change i in their hearts, and redeem them out of thoſe 


things which unfit them for his holy kingdom; the 


apoſtle Paul faith, © He is not a Jew that is one out- : 
e wardly ; neither is that circumciſion, which is out- 
cc ward in the fleſh: but he is a Jew which is one | 
« inwardly ; and circumciſion is that of the heart in 

< the ſpirit, and not of the letter, whoſe praiſe is not 

« of men, but of God, Rom, ii. 28, 29. As a man's 


being outwardly circumciſed, and obſerving a great 
: many 


many Jewiſh rites and ceremonies, did not make him 
a true and real Jew, if he was not one in his heart; 
ſo it may be truly ſaid, he is not a Chriſtian, that is 


only one outwardly, although he has been outwardly ; 
baptized, and received the bread and wine, and ob- 
ſerved a great many outward obſervations : if he is 
not one in his heart, all his outward obſervations will 


VP 
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not render him acceptable in the fight of God. What 
availed all the Jews outward obſervations while theß 


| lived in thoſe things that diſpleaſed the Lord? «He © 


| © that killeth an ox, is as if he flew a man; he that 


| © facrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck 1 


| © he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered ſwines 


| © blood ; he that burneth incenſe, as if he bleſſed an 
KF © idol: yea, they have choſen their own ways, and 


| © their ſoul delighteth in their abominations. I alſo 


| < will chuſe their deluſions, and will bring their 


« fears upon them; becauſe when I called, none did 
| < anſwer ; when I ſpake, they did not hear; but they 


did evil before mine eyes, and choſe that in which 


I delighted not,” Iſa. Ixvi. 3, 4. Here is the rea- 4 


ſon laid down, why the Lord was angry with them. ) 
* Theſe things afford great inſtruction and caution ; 


and I defire that all may learn Som what ſuch 

; brought upon themſelves, through their chuſing their 

5 | own ways, and delighting in their abominatiens, ta 

deware of doing the like ; but they that are Chriſt's 

and Chriſtians in ales, are crucified to the world, 

| with the affeQions and luſts thereof; and we defire _ 
; that 


1 1] 
- that all who are called Chriſtians, may demonſtrate 
themſelves to be ſuch, by their ſo doing, that they 
may witneſs the ſpiritual communion and ſupper here 
' fpoken of. There are many religious people, par- 
ticularly in Holland, who do not profeſs to be of our 
fociety, though they do not clearly ſee beyond the 
uſe of water-baptiſm, and bread and wine, do join 
with us in oppoſing ſwearing upon any account; be- 
cauſe they are convinced, that all ſwearing is for- 
bidden by Chriſt; „But I ſay unto you, ſwear not 
©& at all; neither by heaven, for it is God's throne ; 


4 nor by the earth, for it is his footſtool ; neither 
. hy Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the great King; 
“ neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou 
. canſt not make one hair white or black ; but let 


| & your communication be yea, yea; nay, nay; for 
* whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of evil,” 
Mat. v. 34, 35, 36, 37. And the apoſtle James 
faith, But above all things, my brethren, ſwear 
“ not; neither by heaven, nor by the earth, neither 
“ by any other oath ; but let your yea, be yea; and 
4 your nay, nay; leſt you fall into condemnation,” 
James v. 12. They are alſo one with us in oppoſing - 
fighting, becauſc · chey look upon it to be contrary to 
his doctrine, that taught his followers to love their 
enemies; © But I ſay unto you, love your enemies, 
_ © bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that 


hate you, and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe 


« you, and perſecute you,” Mat. v. 44. They are 
of 


wine to be outward and viſible ſigns of, is come to 


| ing, all ſigns end in their ſubſtance. Now as we 
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of our minds, that the miniſtry ſhould be free; for 
they look upon it to be contrary to Chriſt's doctrine, 
for men to preach for hire, and worldly ends, who 

aid to his miniſters, © Freely ye have received, freely 


<« give, Mat. x. 8. And they are likewiſe one with 


us, in holding forth the univerſal love of God to men. 


Now although there be many that are purely con- 


ſcientious for the uſe of water-baptiſm, and bread « 5 

and wine, we have a great deal of charity for all ſuch z 

for many that are now joined in ſociety with us, were 

once as much for the uſe of theſe things, as many * 
well- minded people now are; and as the Lord has 
mercifully brought many of us, in a good degree, to 

| witneſs the ſpiritual baptiſm and ſupper, we deſire that 

Others may be brought to the experience thereof in 


themſelves ; and he that witneſſes the ſubſtance of 
what many allow water-baptiſm and bread and 


the end of the ſigns ; for I hope I may be fafe in ſay- 


have charity for all who do conſcientiouſly uſe theſe | 


| things, we think they ought to have charity for us, 
if we diſuſe them; becauſe we believe they are ceaſed | 
in point of obligation; and we read, that © whatſo- .. - 


nn 3 Rome xiv. 23. 


C 6. Con- 
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T HIS doctrine of perfection ſeems very ſtrange 
and novel, to many that witneſs but little victory 
in themſelves over their luſts and paſſions; and the 
enemy of man's happineſs has perſuaded many people 
to believe, that there is no poſſibility of overcoming 
their corruptions and fins, while they are here upon 
the earth, that ſo they may be quiet and eaſy in 
them; or of doing God's will, and keeping his com- 
mands, that ſo they may not endeavour for it, Now 
we believe that God's ways are equal; Is not my 
© way,” faith the Lord, equal?“ Ezek. xviii. 25. 
God is juſt in all his doings, and requires no more 
of men than he gives them ability to perform, If 
God require that of men which they were not able, 
| neither of themſelves, nor by any grace received, to 
perform, then it might be ſaid, that his ways were 
unequal, and that he was an hard maſter ; but that 
would be abominable to charge upon the Almighty, 
who is full of juſtice and equity. The wiſe man 
faith, Fear God, and keep his commandments, for 
„ this is the whole duty of man,” Eccl. xii. 13. 
Now if God requires this of men, as to be ſure he 
| doth ; then there is a poſlibility of it, or elſe, as is 
before obſerved, his ways are unequal ; but it is far 
from the children of God to charge him with injuſ- 
tice, The diſobedient and rebellious people of Ifracl 


d 
5 


1 


faid, that the way of the Lord was not equal ; z 6c Yet 
« ye ſay, the way of the Lord is not equal. Hear 


« now, O houſe of Iſrael, is not my way equal? 


4 judge you, O houſe of Iſrael, every man accord- 


« ing to his ways, faith the Lord God: repent and 
« turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, ſo ini- 
&« quity ſhall not be your ruin,” Ezek. xviii. 25. 
30. Now reader, from this thou mayſt gather what 


| fort of people they were, that ſaid the way of the Lord 
was not equal. And we read in the parable of the 
| talents, that it was the unprofitable ſervant that com- 
{ plained of his Lord; “ Then he which had received 
| © the one talent, came and ſaid, Lord, I knew thee, 

« that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou 


< haſt not ſown, and gathering where thou haſt not 
« ſtrawed, Mat. xxv. 24. 


Now we do not read, that the a ſervants that 
had improved the talents complained of their Lord ; 


| but we freely own, that no meer man of himſelf, by 


his own power, as he is a man, can do the will of 


God, and keep his commands; yet we believe there 
is power in that divine Grace, that the apoſtle ſaith, 
has appeared to all men, to enable them to overcome 
thoſe things which are evil, and do that which is 


well-pleafing to God ; © For the grace of God, that 
<« bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men; 


< teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and kids | 


_ * luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly g 


En | in 


[2] 
& in this preſent world,“ Tit. ii. 11. Here is both 
the univerſality and ſufficiency of it, excellently ſet 
forth by the apoſtle, © My grace,“ faith the Lord to 
the apoſtle, © is ſufficient for thee.” Although we 
freely own, that we are weak of ourſelves, as men, 
and cannot of our own power do any thing that is 
good, as Chriſt ſaid, © Without me ye can do no- 
* thing * yet we ſay, there is power and ſuffici- 
ency in the grace of God to enable men to do his 
will, and keep his commands, as they take heed unto 
it; © I am able,” faith the apoſtle, © through Chriſt, 
60 who ſtrengthens me, to do all things.” 
It doth not conſiſt with the wiſdom of the Holy 
75 Ghoſt, that thoſe gracious promiſes which are made 
conditionally upon men's overcoming, and doing the 
commands of God, ſhould be made as if there were 
no poſſibility of it; as © He that overcomes, ſhall 
inherit all things, and I will be his God, and 
cc he ſhall be my ſon,” Rev. xxi. 7. He that 
« overcometh, the ſame ſhall be cloathed in white 
( raiment, and I will not blot out his name out of 
6 the book of life, but I will confeſs him before my 
Father, and before his angels, Rev. iii. 5, “ Him 
that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he ſhall go no more out; and! 
cc will write upon him the name of my God, and the 
„ name of the city of my God, which is New Jeru- 
„ falem, which cometh down out of heaven from 
my God; and I will write upon him my new | 
60 name, : 
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. te name,” Rev. iii. 12. © To him that overcometh, \ 
7 Wo will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will 14 
« give him a white ſtone, and in the ſtone a new * 


r e name written, which no man knoweth, ſaving he 5 
„5 & that receiveth it, Rev. ii. 17. He that over- ; 

® R$ « cometh ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death, 
= B Rev. ii. 11- © Bleſſed are they that do his com- I 1 
„ Wa mandments, that they may have right to the tree 


is © of life, and may enter in through the gates into 
0 « the City,” Rev. XXil- 14. To him that over- 
| e cometh, will I grant to fit with me on my throne, 
L even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down with 
my Father in his throne,” Rev. iii. 21. He that 
le | overcometh ſhall enter in through the gate into the 
e baoly city. And hereby we do know that we know 
= N 4 him, if we keep his commandments. He that faith, 
n | © I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, 
* « is a lyar, and the truth is not in him; but whoſo 
a © © keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God. 
te « perfected ; hereby know we that we are in him. 
of ©® © He that faith, he abideth in him, ought himſelf 
5 s alſo to walk, even as he walked,” 1 John ii. 3, 4, 
n 5, 6. O that Chriſtians, fo called, would con- 
le | ſider how they ought to walk ! It is very unjuſtifiable 
1k fo deny perfection, for we read, that Chriſt came to 
ne pPreſent the church to God © without ſpot or wrinkle,, 
u- ; * or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be holy and 
m © without blemiſh.” „And he gave ſome, apoſtles ;. 
wh © 22d ſome, prophets ; and ſome, evangeliſts ; and. 
C3 « ſome, 
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“ fome, paſtors and teachers; for the perfecting of 
« the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the 
d edifying of the body of Chriſt ; till we all come in 
- © the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 


+ -+ « Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure 
E of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt,” Eph. v. 


© hold perfection to a great degree, that are called 


| 27. and iv. 11, 12, 13. And the ſcriptures are for 
the making of the man of God perfe& through faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus. © All ſcripture is given by inſpira- 
'« tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
« reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
cc neſs; that the man of God may be perfect, 
— throughly furniſhed unto all good works,” 2 Tim. 
iii. 16, 17. And the apoſtle laboured to preſent 

men perfect; ſpeaking of Chriſt within, the Hope 
of glory, he faith, whom we preach, warning every 
« man, and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that 
cc we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt 
<« Teſus,” Col. i. 28. Why ſhould they teach and 
preach for this end, if there was no poſſibility of at- 
taining it? Yet many have borne hard upon us for 
aſſerting ſuch poſſibility, although it be the doctrine 
of Chriſt. If it be but well conſidered, I think they 


— God-fathers and God-mothers, that do promiſe and 
vow three things in the name of a child when it is 
fprinkled, viz. that it ſhall forſake the devil and 

© all his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, with all the finful Juſts of the fleſh ; and 
8 8 that 


13 

© that it ſhall do God's holy will, and keep his com- 

© mandments, and walk in the fame all the days ß 
its life.” See the church of England's catechiſm. 
I wiſh they themſelves may be found in the practice 
of what they here promiſe for another, It is certain, 
Chriftians ought to be as like Chriſt as it is poſlible 
for men and women to be, and to walk even as he 
walked, as far as they are capable. — 
He was holy, humble, meek, and merciful ; but 


how much the reverſe are too many that profeſs to be 


his followers ? Many who are for imperfection, and - 
ſay, there is no victory over ſin while here, do urge 8 


that of the apoſtle Paul, where he ſaith, For I know | 


„ that in me (that is in my fleſh) dwelleth no good 
4 thing; for to will is preſent with me, but how to 
« perform that which is good, I find not; for the 


« which I would not, that I do, Rom, vii. 18, 19. 
And verſe 21, he faith, << I find then a law, that 
© when I would do good, evil is preſent with me; 
4 for I delight in the law of God, after the inward 
© man; but J ſee another law in my members, war- 


« good that I would, that I do not; but the _ 


“ ring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me 


© into captivity to the law of ſin, which is in my 


% members: O wretched man that I am! who ſhall 


deliver me from the body of this death? Rom. 
Vii. 21, 22, 23, 24. If the reader pleaſe, he may 
read the whole chapter through for his own ſatisſac- - 
tion ; but we may not reaſonably ſuppoſe this to be 

C 4 the | 


vd ** no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt 


[| | freedom from fin on this fide of the grave, the apoſtle: 
_ _; faith in the fixth of the fame epiſtle, verſe 22, to the 


T #7 
the apoſtle's preſent Gate, but rather perſonating the 
carnal ſtate of others, or himſelf before converſion, 

when he faith, verſe 14, But I am carnal, fold 
& under fin ;” for we believe he was in a happy ſtate 

and condition when he wrote that epiſtle ; as he ſaith- 
in the ſixth chapter, verſe 2. © How ſhall we that are 
s dead to fin, live any longer therein? And in the 
. eighth chapter, verſe 1, 2. There is therefore now 


Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
a 40 ſpirit; for the law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt 
« jeſus, hath made me free from the law of ſin and 
„ death.“ I wiſh. that all may come to experience | 

theſe things in themſelves. Now reader, if thow 
wilt obſerve, although many ſay, that there is no 


| believing Romans, But now being made free from 

& fin, and become ſervants to God, ye have your 
„ fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life.” 
And John faith in his firſt epiſtle, I have written 
* unto you young men, becauſe ye are ftrong, and 
< the word of God abideth in you, and ye have 
« overcome the wicked one, 1 John ii. 14. May 
all come to the experience of this in themſelves. 
The apoſtle Paul ſaid to the believing Coloſſians, 
« And ye are complete in him, which is head of all 
4 principality and power,” Col. ii. 10. And the 
apoſtle Peter told the believers, that they were © a 
00 chaſe 
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choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy na- 
« tion, a peculiar people, that [they] ſhould ſhew 
4. forth the praiſes of him who had called [them] 


ii. 9. To be ſure theſe did not break the commands 
of God daily, in thought, word, and dead. We 

« know that the Son of God is come, and hath | 
4 given us an underſtanding, that we may know him 

« that is true; and we are in him that is true, ven 
E in his Son Jeſus Chriſt: this is the true God, and # 
| « eternal life,” 1 John v. 20. „ Behold what man- 2 
& ner of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that 
c we ſhould be called the ſons of God; therefore 
| ©« the world knoweth us not, becauſe it knew him 
. not. Beloved,. now are. we the ſons of God, _ 


o , , / a of. 0 
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« out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 1 Pet. 


« jt doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but we 
4 know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 
„ him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is. And every + 
“ man that hath this hope in him, pufifieth himſelf, 
« even as he is pure, 1 John ui. 1, 2, 3. John ſaith, 
«& Whoſoever abideth in him, ſinneth not. Whoſo-- © / 
c ever is born of God, doth not commit fin ; for his: F 

« ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot Fg becauſe: 2 
c he is born of God, 1 John iii. 6. 9. It is con 
trary to the Divine Nature to ſin; and as men are . 
born of it, they will not only know a ceafing from 
fin, but it will be their pleaſure and delight to do the 
will of God: except a man be born again, he can- 
not ſee the kingdom of God. Unleſs men are born 
cs of. 
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of the divine and heavenly nature, they can never 


come to do the will of God, nor keep his com- 


mands; for it is impoſſible for men, while they are 


in the fallen and degenerate ſtate, to do God's will, 
and walk in his way; we read, that Enoch walked 
with God; and before he was tranſlated, the text 
faith, „He had this teſtimony, that he pleaſed God,” 
Heb. xi. 5. And concerning Zacharias and his wife 
Elizabeth, the text ſays, Luke i. 6. They were 
« both righteous before God, walking in all the 


« commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blame- 


T « lefs.” And that all might take ſuch heed to that 

divine grace and good ſpirit, which God has gra- 
'  ciouſly ſent into their hearts, that they might walk 
in all well-pleafing before him, and in the end have 


an inheritance amongſt them that are ſanctified, i is my 
ſincere deſire. 


7. Concerning the RESURRECTION. 


EC AUs E ve do not hold with a great many 
people in their groſs conceptions concerning the 


reſurrection, therefore ſome have not ſtuck to ſay we 
deny it ; but we believe firmly, that there will be a 
reſurrection of the juſt and unjuſt, and that God will 
give to every man a reward according to his works, 
Whether they be good or evil; Rev. xx. 12, 13- 


« But,” faith the apoſtle Paul, . ſome will fay, How 
« are the dead raiſed up? And with what body do 
6 they 


my 
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« they come? 1 Cor. xv. 35. He faith to ſuch a - 
curious enquirer, © Thou fool, that which thou 


« ſoweſt is not quickened, except it die; and that 


« which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that body 


te that ſhall be, but bare grain, it may chance of | 4 
« wheat or ſome other grain; but God giveth it a 


« body as it hath pleaſed him, and to every ſeed his 
« own body. All fleſh is not the ſame fleſh ; but 
ce there is one kind of fleſh of men, another fleſh of 
“ beaſts, another of fiſhes, and another of birds; 
cc there are alſo celeſtial bodies, and ; dies terreſt-= _ 
“ rial; but the glory of the celeſtial is one, and the 
glory of the terreſtrial is another; there is one 
ce glory of the ſun, and another glory of the moon, 


« and another glory of the ſtars; for one ſtar differeth 


“from another ſtar in glory; ſo alſo is the reſurrec- 
4 tion of the dead: it is ſown in corruption, it is 


« raiſed in incorruption ; it is ſown in diſhoncur, it 
« is raiſed in glory; it is ſown in weakneſs, it is 


« raiſed in power; it is ſown a natural body, it is 


« raiſed a ſpiritual body. There is a natural body, 90 


and there is a ſpiritual body,” Verſe 36, 37, 38, 30; 
to 44. We believe, if we faithfully ſerve the Lord 


while we are here, we ſhall have ſuch glorified bodies + 


hereafter, as he in his wiſdom ſees fit; and that ſatis- 


fies us: but the apoſtle faith, verſe the roth, that 


„ Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 


God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption,” 
1 Cor, xv, 50. Now what we deſire is, that all 
may 


n 
may know a part in the firſt reſurrection; © Rleſſed 


& and holy is he that hath part in the firſt reſurrec- 
& tion; on ſuch the ſecond. death hath no power,” 


Rev. xx. 6. The true Chriſtians knew, that they 


were paſſed from death to life, becauſe they loved the 


l | brethren: © He,” faith. the text, “ that loveth not 


<- his brother, abideth in death: whoſoever hateth his 
cc brother, is a murderer, and ye know that no mur- 


# e derer hath eternal life abiding in him, 1 John iii. 


14, IS. © And,” faith Paul, „ ſhe that lives in 
40 pleaſure, is dead while ſhe liveth, 1 Tim. v. 6. 


k While men and women remain in a ſtate of death 
| . ©. and alienation. from the Lord, they are full of envy 
bl And wrath one againſt another; and they live to 
1 k 7s gratify the luſtful defires of the fleſh ; we read, that: 
„ Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is not of God, 


_* < neither he that loveth not his brother,” 1 John iii, 
10. O that all would ſeriouſly conſider of theſe 


things! for it is greatly to be lamented, how wide 
many of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity live from the 
d dodrine of Chriſt and the primitive Chriſtians ! It is 
* nas men come to know the ſecond Adam, the Lord 
fſtom heaven, the quickening ſpirit, to quicken them, 
and make them alive, that they come to love one 


another as Chriſtians ought to do; and if all did but | 


live in the ſpirit and doctrine of Chriſt, they would 
not only be full of love and good-will one to another, 
but would alſo bring forth other holy and good fruits; 
and they whole fruits are unto holineſs, their end will 
be 


[ er ] 
ed | be everlaſting life. As men ſow in this world, ſo 
c- | they may expect to reap in the next; we read, that + 
> he that ſows to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap, 
ey. || life everlaſting ;. and he that ſows to the fleſh,. ſhall | 
ie of the fleſh reap corruption. Men are not only ac- 
ot: countable for groſs ſins, but we are told by Chriſt 
us our Lord, that a man muſt give an account in the 
a day of judgment for every idle word he ſpeaks; and | 
| the wiſe man faith,, God will. bring. every work. to 
judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be"*? * 
good or evil. Now we think it. not ſafe for any to: 
be too inquiſitive how the dead ſhall be raiſed, and 
with what bodies they ſhall come, leſt that reproof 
of the apoſtle, thou fool, ſhould belong to them; but. 
let us all endeavour to live as becomes the children ; 
of God, that when we leave. this world, we may 
i. have the comfortable anſwer of © Well done, enter 
e « into the 3 prepared for you from the founda- 
e « tion of the world; and all ſuch will know a 9 +1 
C rious reſurrection. 
3 
] 


2 
8 C 
| d 


8. 8 SWEAR IN G. 


W E 4 not only ths vain, raſh, and falſe ſwear- 
ing, but we alſo conſcientiouſly refuſe to ſwear 


in any caſe, or on any account whatſoever, becauſe 
we believe that our Saviour, Mat. v. 33, 34, 357 36, 


37, did poſitively forbid all ſwearing, for he faith, 
“ Again, ye have heard, that it hath been ſaid by 
„them 


= = 
4 them of old time, thou ſhalt not forſwear thyſelf, 
ec but ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths. But 
« I fay unto you, Swear not at all; neither by hea- 
“ ven, for it is God's throne ; nor by the earth, for 
Eo it is his footſtool ; neither by Jeruſalem, for it is 
4 the city of the great King: neither ſhalt thou 
« ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou canſt not make 
s one hair white or black. But let your communi- 
4 cation be yea, yea; nay, nay ; for whatſoever is 
4 more than theſe cometh of evil.” From which it 
is very plain, that as they of old allowed true ſwear- 
ing, but forbad falſe ſwearing, or perjury ; ſo our 
Saviour here forbids both the one and the other, de- 
claring, without any exception, that whatſoever is 
more than yea, yea, nay, nay, cometh of evil. As 
for profane, vain and raſh ſwearing, it was alſo for- 
bidden under the law; for the third command faith, 
Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
« God in vain, for he will not hold him guiltleſs that 
e taketh his name in vain,” Exod. xx. 7. And as 
this our conſcientious refuſal of an oath, in all caſes, 
is grounded upon the expreſs command of Chriſt, 
we have great cauſe to be thankful to the king and 
government for their favour, by enacting, that our 
word, or affirmation, ſhall paſs in caſes of evidence, 
inſtead of an oath. For many of our elder friends 
underwent great and grievous ſufferings by fines, 
confiſcations, baniſhments, and impriſonments to 
death, for this their Chriſtian teſtimony, Swearing 
| 18 
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is now become ſo common, that it may with ſorrow 
be obſerved, that vain and profane ſwearing abounds ; 
multitudes in their common converſation being guilty 
of it, in open defiance and violation, both of the laws 
of God and man. 

It is very much to be defired, that all who profeſs 
themſelves to be the followers of Chriſt, may live in ſub- 
jection to the ſpirit of Chriſt in themſelves, which leads 
into all truth, and conſequently to ſpeak truth on all oc- 
caſions: men and women under this influence, may 
be very ſafely truſted : and it is a reproach to any under 

the denomination of Chriſtians, that they cannot be 

depended upon for the truth of what they ſay. Reli- 

gion, however, is not yet at fo low an ebb, but that 
there are many honeſt well minded people of different 
profeſſions and perſuafions, who have gained ſo great 
credit and reputation amongſt ſuch as know them, 
that they are, and can be, relied on for the truth of 
what they write or ſpeak. And were all to live up to 
the doctrine of Chriſt, there would be no occaſion for 
ſwearing to awe men into truth-ſpeaking ; for the 


fear of God, which is a ſtronger and more forcible 


tie than any oath that ever can be made, would 
always oblige and engage them thereunto. 

The people called Quakers are not the only people 
principled againſt ſwearing,” The Menoniſts in Hol- 
land, and in the United Provinces, they, and their 
_ anceſtors, have for a long ſeries of time conſtantly 
refuſed to take an oath in any caſe whatſoever 3; and 

3 the 
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the ſtates have ſo far indulged them, as to eſtabliſh, 
that their word ſhall paſs in evidence, inſtead of an 
eath ; ſubjecting them who falſify their words, to 
the ſame penalties as thoſe who are guilty of perjury ; 
which we hold to be very juſt and reaſonable. The 
primitive Chriſtians did generally refuſe to ſwear ; 
and it is obſervable, that when their cruel perſecutors 
ſometimes called upon them to ſwear, they returned 
this ſhort anſwer, I am a Chriſtian. Divers of the 
ancient fathers and martyrs, and early reformers, were 
of the ſame ſentiments on this ſubject; ſee Treatiſe of 
Oaths, where the reader will find many weighty rea. 
ſons againſt all manner of ſwearing, ſupported by the 
example and practice of eminent Chriſtians, Martyrs, 
and Reformers, in divers ages of Chriſtianity ; and as 
this ſubject is thoroughly diſcuſſed in that treatiſe, and 
a full anſwer there given to the ſeveral objections 
- Uſually made on this head, the reader will find it well 
worth his peruſal ;, a few quotations out of which 
ſaid treatiſe, tranſcribed from William Penn's works, 
folio Edit. 1726, vol. 2. p. 6265 627. 636. 655, 657,are 
as follows:. 


r. POLY CARUS. 


Fe firſt teſtimony recorded againſt ſwearing, 
© after the apoſtles times, was that of Polycarpus, 
8 who had lived with the apoſtles, and was ſaid to have 
© been diſciple to John, not the leaſt of the apoſtles :: 


| He ſuffered martyrdom at Smyrna about the year 167. p 
— 


© wherein he tells us, after the doctrine of his Maſter, 
| < that we ſhould not ſwear at all, but a ſpeak 


101 
* for at his death, when the governor bid him ſwear, 
defy Chriſt, &c. he ſaid, . Fourſcore and fix years 
« have I ſerved him, yet hath he never offended me 
« in any thing.” The proconſul ftill urged and 
© ſaid, Swear by the fortune of Cæſar; to whom Po- 


| © Iycarpus anſwered, If thou requireſ this vain. 


« glory, that I proteſt the fortune of Cæſar, as thou 


| © ſayeſt, feigning thou knoweſt not who I am, hear 
* freely; * Fam a Chriſtian.” © This good man 
began his fourſcore and fixth year about twenty 
_ © years after James wrote, « Above all things, my 
| © brethren, ſwear not; and ſeveral years before 
| * John. the apoſtle deceaſed, for he is called his 

| © diſciple.” See his hiftory and commendations in 


Euſebius s Eccl. Hiſt, lib. 4. cap. 1 ES, 


Jus TIN MART YR. T 
Apa 2: pro Chriſtianis ad Anton. Pium. Oper. p. 63. 


© Tt was ſome time before his ſuffering that Juſtin 


N _ © Martyr, who is the firſt we find writing of it, pub- 
* © liſhed an Apology for the Chriſtians in. the year 


150, as himſelf faith; and a ſecond after that, 


* See the following teſtimony of Baſilides. 8 
+ He was put to death at Rome, being ſcourged, and after - | 


* wards beheaded, Anno 168. 


© the 
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© the truth; he, that is Chriſt, hath thus com- 
£ manded, © Swear not at all; but let your yea 


e be yea, and your nay, nay; and what is more 
ct than theſe, is of evil.” See his praiſe and mar- 


0 den in Euſebius, ſoon after "ROSS 


*PONTICUS WT BLANDINA. 
Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hift, lib. 5 cap. 1. 


„ So fame emperor, viz. Antoninus Phi. 

© loſophus, ſays Euſebius, ſuffered alſo Ponticus of 
« I5 years of age, and Blandina a virgin, with all 
4 ind of bitter torments; the tormentors now and 
© then urging them to ſwear, which ay conſtantly 
L refuſed.” 


4 BASILIDES+ 
Euſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. lid. 6. cap. 4. 


5 And in another emperor's reign, viz. enn 
Baſilides a ſoldier of authority among the hoſt, be- 
ing appointed to lead Petamiena to execution, and 
dy her convinced of the truth in Chriſt, was after a 
- © while required to ſwear, but he affirmed plainly, 
« It was not lawful for him to ſwear ; for,” ſaid he, 


. © Ponticus, a youth of fifteen years of age, ſuffered mart yrdom 
together with Blandina, about the year 177. 
= He was beheaded at Alexandria about the year 204. 

«K Tam 
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« am a Chriſtian.” He did not lay the unlawful- 
© neſs upon that oath, but upon ſwearing at all. The 
© hiſtory only fays, his companions would have him 
© ſwear upon ſome occaſion or other, not mention- 
© ing by what; his anſwer was, © It is unlawful for 
| «& me to ſwear;” and why? “ becauſe,” faith he, 
« I am a Chriſtian.” The conſequence is plain, 
© Chriſtians took no oaths, therefore not their oaths = 


s CHRYSOSTOM. * 


<Chryſotomin in his days, about the year 398, a man 
2 very famous in the church, and therefore ftiled the 
Golden Doctor, in his 15th Homily on Geneſis, | 
£ faith, A Chriſtian muſt flee oaths by all means,” 
Hearing the ſentence of Chriſt, which faith, <* It 
« was ſaid to them of old, ye ſhall not forſwear, but 
I fay unto you, Swear not at all.“ Let none 
© fay therefore, I ſwear in a juſt buſineſs: it is not 
© lawful to wear, neither in a juſt nor unjuſt —_ 


6. The WALDENSES. 


| © The ancient * Waldenſes, we have good cauſe 
© to ſay, denied the taking of any oath in what ſenſe 


About the year 1310. | 
7 1 
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_ © the primitive Chriſtians and fathers refuſed, and 


© that was ALTOGETHER : to be ſure their enemies | 


charged them with it for above three hundred years, 


© and we cannot find that they then denied the 1 


© charge: we ſuppoſe none will attempt to prove they 


© did, for they were well known in the world as to 
* this particular,” 


7 JOHN WICKLIFF. 


© John Wickliff, our countryman, and in his 
© time Divinity Profeſſor of Oxford, famous for his 
learning and godly courage in oppugning the doc- 
© trines and practice of Rome, in the time of Edward 
© the third, and Richard the ſecond, about the year Þ 
3 370, was accuſed among other things, for main- | 
. © taining that “ all oaths which be made for any 


& contract, or civil bargain, betwixt man and man, 
« are unlawful.” . 


8. PROTESTANT MARTYRS, 


© John Huſs, Jerom of Prague, Walter Brute, 
© William Swinderby, William Sawtry, William | 
© White, William Thorp, Michael Sadler, and others, || 
© who ſuffered death for the Proteſtant cauſe, are 


© recorded to have refuſed all ſwearing, in any caſe, 
+ publick or private.” 


The 


his 
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The Concivus ion 


HAV made che foregoing PORE which 


are left to the reader's ſerious conſideration; 
what I greatly deſire is, that all may come to the 


practical part of true religion and Chriſtianity ; for 


although a man may believe, according to the ſcrip- 
ture, in God, who created the heavens and the earth, -.- 
and formed it to be inhabited; ſee Iſa. xlv. 18. and 
alſo believe, that Chriſt was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt,-born of the Virgin Mary, and that he wrought _. 

many wonderful miracles, and ſuffered death upon the 
croſs, as he was man, for he could not die as he was 
God, and that he was dead and buried, and roſe 0 
again, and aſcended up to heaven, and that he is alſo 
come again by his ſpirit into men's hearts; although g 
a a man may believe all theſe great truths, and all the 
articles of the Chriſtian faith; all this will not entitle 


him to a part in the kingdom of God, unleſs he come 


to live an holy life; for we read, that © Without | 
& holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, > Heb. xii. + 
Thou believeſt,” faith the apoſtle, © that there is - 
cc one God, thou doſt well; the devils alſo . 0 
<« and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, 5 
1 8 faith without works is dead,” James ii. 19, 
„For as the body without the ſpirit is dead, fo 


8 faith without works is dead alſo,” James ii. 26. 
He ſaith, © Shew me thy faith without thy works, and 
« I will 
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want and diſtreſs, and to ſtand up for the right of the 
wid and fatherleſs; this is one part of true Chriſti- 


e yay.” The more men live in the fear of God, 


„„ 

1 will ſhew thee my faith by my works, verſe 18. 
The ſaints faith gave them victory, and wrought by 
> love, to the purifying of their hearts. The practical 
part of Chriſtianity is too much wanting amongſt 
; many of them that profeſs to be the followers of 
_ Chriſt, © To viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their 
* aMiQtion, and to keep [themſelves] unſpotted from 
E the world,” James i. 27. is the religion which will 
avail men in a dying hour. It is very good for thoſe 
+ unto whom the Lord has opened his hand wide, and 
dleſt with a plentiful ſhare of theſe low things, to be 
| fall of bowels of compaſſion towards them that are in 


anity; but to wrong ard oppreſs the widow and 
fatherleſs, is the reverſe of Chriſtianity ; many, not 
only amongſt us, but, I hope, alſo among other ſo- 
Cieties, have ſo much of the fear of God, that they 
hate this. The ſcripture faith, that © The fear of 
4 God is to hate pride and arrogancy, and the evil 


there is the greater hatred in their hearts againſt ill 
things; but many for want of this, have fallen into 
very bad company, and evil things, whereby they 
have brought great ruin and contempt upon them- 
- ſelves. Bad company has been the overthrow of 
many. © My ſon,” faith the wiſe man, © if ſinners 
& entice thee, conſent not.” The enemy of men's 
. happineſs doth often make uſe of ill inſtruments to 

: draw 
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8, | draw people into ill things; and as many have been 
drawn into very wrong and ill things, by keeping of 2 
Jooſe and bad company, ſo I believe many have been 
greatly corrupted, through reading of corrupt and illi 
books; ſo that ſome from reading of Atheiſtical 
books, have arrived to a great degree of Atheiſm. — 
But it is very profitable to read the Holy Scriptures, 
which proceeded from the good ſpirit of God, as 
people read them in the fame ſpirit from which they 7 
did proceed; and there are alſo a great many other 
good books, that are written by ſuch as did fear 
God, which do greatly tend to promote piety and 
virtue, and are very profitable to be read, 

Great controverſies have been, and yet are among 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, about religion: one 
faith one thing, and another another; ſo that 1 
lieve many well-minded people are at a very greet 
ſtand to know which is the right way. The apo= > 
fe Peter, by the direction of the Holy Ghoſt, has 
told us, that © God is no reſpecter of perſons, but in 
« every nation, he that feareth him, and worketh 
| © righteouſneſs, is accepted with him, Acts x. 34. 
| Now here are the terms and conditions clearly laid 
down, upon which acceptance with God ſtands ; and 
this is what we deſire all people may come to be 
found in the practice of, that ſo all bitterneſs and 
envy one againſt another, about religion, might ceaſe 
and come to an end, that truth and righteouſneſs my 
Reuriſh in the earth, 


I 


have it in their own experience; ſo that I believe 
many pious and good people are thankful beyond what 
2.73 they can expreſs in wn that they were prevailed 


113 Samuel told Saul, that Obedience was better than 


DC 

If all did but truly live in the fear of God as they 
| ought to do, there would be an holy harmony among 
the children of men, and love, peace, mercy, truth, 
Juſtice and equity, would abound among them; but 
for want of this, how doth ſtrife, envy, injuſtice and 
oppreſſion abound, even amongſt many of them whe 
profeſs to be the diſciples and followers of Chriſt? O 
that the children of men had but in their own expe- 
rience, what great reward and peace there is in living 
in the fear of God, and in keeping of his commands 
then they would ſerve him with pleaſure ; for there is 
peace and comfort in obeying and ſerving the Lord, 
beyond what any are ſenſible of, except thoſe that 


upon to ſerve him. 
And ſuch are concerned in heart, that others might 
alſo be gained upon to ſerve the Lord, that ſo they 
might be truly happy; it is for this end, that many i 
of our religious good friends have travelled from one 
land and country to another, in hazard of their lives ; 
it is alſo upon this account, that many have appear- iſ 
ed in print, that if poſſible, they might be inſtru- 
mental to gain upon the children of men, to fear and 
- ſerve the Lord; for if men obſerve a thouſand out- 
ward obſervations, if they do not obey the Lord, the 
Fill not all render them acceptable in his ſight: þ 
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« {erifice, and to hearken to ho voice of God, Was E 
« better than the fat of rams.' 
| When it pleaſed God to reach to the apoſtle Paul, 
and bring him to partake of his love and goodneſs, ' 
how did 1 bowels yearn for his relations and kins- 
folks after the fleſh, that they might be gained upon + 
to ſerve the Lord. And his love did not only reach 
to them, but to mankind univerſally ; for in his firſt 
epiſtle to Timothy, he ſaith, I exhort that prayers 
and interceſſions, &c. be made for all men, 1 Tim. 
ii. 1. and the apoſtle laboured as in Chriſt's ſtead, 
that men might be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 20. 
O what could a true Chriſtian, that hath the mind + 
of Chriſt, go through, that men might be won upon 
to ſerve God truly, that ſo they might experience 
the love and goodneſs of God in. themſelves ! for the 
nature of the love of God is ſuch, that when it pre: 
vails in men's hearts, then they deſue that others 
might come to ſhare thereof with them, as the good 
man of old ſaid, Come taſte and ſee that the Lord is 
good. It is when men are truly prevailed upon, by | 
the power of divine love, that they come to be in 
love with God, and to run the ways of his com- 
mands with cheerfulneſs ; for if there were no future 
| rewards and puniſhments, that peace and comfort 
which they enjoy, who truly ſerve the Lord, is very 
encouraging to them to perſevere therein. Friendly R. | 
reader, if thou believeſt the death and ſufferings of ts 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified without the 
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gates of Jeruſalem, according as the Holy Scriptures 


relate, let not this ſatisfy thee, but be concerned that 


thou mayſt know the Lord to bear rule, and ſet up 
his kingdom in thy heart, then will it be eaſy for thee 
to do the will of God, and keep his commands. 
And if thou haſt a value and eſteem for the Holy 
Scriptures, do not fatisfy thyſelf with only reading 
the experiences of the holy men of God, that ſpake 


what they were witneſſes of, who knew a being 


waſhed by-the water of regeneration, but ſeek that 
thou mayſt come to the experience thereof in thyſelf. 
And if thou art conſcientious for the outward water- 
_ +. baptiſm and bread and wine, be careful thou do not 
reſt in the outward obſervations, ſhort of that inward 


and ſpiritual baptiſm and communion, which the good 
Chriſtians of old witneſſed ; that through the enjoy- 


to the reſurrection of the juſt hereafter, 


 _  -, ment thereof, thou mayſt grow beyond the uſe of the 
outward and viſible ſigns: and as thou findeſt that 
ſome of old knew an overcoming of the enemy of their 


fouls, and received power to become the ſons of God, 


| conſider what victory thou haſt gotten over the enemy 
in thyſelf, And as ſome people have been too inqui- 
-  fitive how the dead ſhall be raiſed, and with what 
| bodies they ſhould come, let it be thy great concern 
to know thou art raiſed out of the grave of fin and 
- Iniquity, that thou mayſt walk with the Lord in 
© newneſs of life, and live to his praife and glory, 


whilſt thou haſt a being here, that ſo thou mayſt attain 


As 


1831 
res As the Lord in his wonderful love and mercy; katy 
hat ſent the Son of his dear love, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
to die for the children of men, whilſt they were ene- 
mies to him; I tenderly deſire that all may conſider 
the great love of God to them therein; and as he is 
the Fountain and Author of all the good that we re- 
ceive, it is greatly to be deſired that his long forbear- 
ance, great goodneſs, and manifold mercies extended 
to the children of men, might engage them to care 
and watchfulneſs: we read, that © the long-ſuf 
« fering of God waited in the days of Noah, while 
« the ark was a preparing, I Pet. iii. 20. and when + - 
the Lord had long ſtriven with them by his 10 © 
and they would not be gained upon, then he deſtroyed: 
them all, ſave only eight perſons that were in the > 
ark, Gen. vi. 3. 21, 22. It is not long ſince the 5 x 
peſtilence did very much prevail in France, by which 
many thouſands were ſwept away. Now as the Lord 188 
has mercifully ſpared the people of theſe countries, 
and the Britiſh iſles adjacent, in lengthening a day of 
mercy to them, I deſire that his great goodneſs and + 
long forbearance may lead them to repentance and 
amendment of life; for the Lord, as a tender Father, 
ſeeks to endear the 2 men to himſelf, by his 
kindneſs and love. 
And friendly reader, that thou and all men may 
be prevailed upon to walk humbly with God, and 
live ſuch pious and holy lives, that the great and good 
end for which the Lord has made man, and. given 


THI f 
bim a being upon the earth, to ſhew forth bis praif 
and glory, may be anſwered, that thou and they may 
be happy to all eternity, is the ſincere deſire of ons 


of the yeople called Quakers. 
BENJAMIN mou. 


If the reader defires a more full and EFT RT ach 
count of our principles, there is an apology writtell 
by RokERT BarcCLay, which has been printed in 
Engliſh, Latin, High and Low Dutch, French 
Spaniſh, and Daniſh, to which he is referred, | 
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